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Pacific Islands Studies at the University
of Pittsburgh aims to promote greater
awareness and understanding of the
Pacific Islands Region through
teaching, research and publishing. It is
comprised of a small but vibrant
community of scholars and offers
individualized programs of study and
research emphasizing Pacific Island
cultures.

The University of Pittsburgh has a
long-standing  educational and
scholarly interest in the Pacific Islands
that has involved active researchers
and teachers in many fields. The
Indo-Pacific Council (INPAC) is an
umbrella organization that acts as a
home for broader initiatives that bring
together people and resources to
promote an understanding of issues
of concern to Pacific Islanders
throughout the region and beyond.
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The Pacific Islands

If you turn a globe just right, all you
can see is the Pacific Ocean. Pacific
Islanders live in a vast oceanic realm
spanning a full one-third of the surface
of the earth. Although just a small
proportion of the world’s population
inhabits this region, close to a quarter
of all known human languages are
found here. Oceania is characterized
by enormous ecological and cultural
diversity; a human history rich in epic

travel,  ritual, narrative, and
innovation. It is also at the center of
pressing contemporary issues that
command theinterest of scholars,
artists, and intellectuals in many
different areas of inquiry including
archaeology, anthropology, art

history, biology, film studies,
geological sciences, history, literature
and performance, international
studies, political science, and
sociology.

How did Pacific Islanders voyage to,
discover and settle the many
far-flung islands of the Pacific
thousands of years before Europeans
arrived? What sorts of societies did
they create? Since the early 1960s,
nine independent countries and five
self-governing entities have been
created, and many Pacific people
have moved away from their home
islands to inhabit a diaspora
spanning the globe, from Australia
and Aotearoa (New Zealand) to
Europe and North America. Many
other Pacific peoples live on other
islands where they are not
indigenous, creating further cultural
diversity in an already complex
region.

How have Pacific peoples coped with
these changes? Contemporary Pacific
Islanders have adopted a number of
creative survival strategies that blend
together ancient and introduced
practices and values.  Their
contemporary literature, music and
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art all reflect these changes. Pacific
Islands Studies is concerned with all of
these issues, and more.

Certificate Program

Pacific Island Studies at the University
of Pittsburgh is housed within the
Asian Studies Center. Courses on
Pacific subjects are taught at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels
and cover diverse topics. A basic
undergraduate course on Cultures of
the Pacific is offered every year, and
other courses centering on advanced
topics such as Pacific prehistory,
colonialism, Pacific history, Pacific
ethnology, kinship, and conflict and
violence are regularly scheduled.

Advanced students may pursue
additional topics by enrolling in
Independent Studies courses with
specific faculty members. Students
enrolled in BA, BS, MA or PhD
programs in any department or
professional school at Pitt may earn a
Certificate in Asian Studies with a
focus on Pacific Islands Studies.

The certificate is another academic
credential for students who want to
intensify their study of the Pacific
Islands. Upon graduation, both the
academic degree and the Certificate
in Asian Studies with specialization in
Pacific Islands Studies are posted on
the student’s transcript.
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Certificate Program
Requirements

Requirements for the
undergraduate certificate include
four courses (12 credits) on Pacific
Islands or Asia-related topics, two
years (four terms) of a Pacific
Islands language, and/or an
individually designed research
project in the region. Graduate
students must complete five
courses (15 credits) of coursework.

Among the benefits to students of
enrolling in the certificate program
are:

>> Eligibility to apply for research,
conference and scholarship funds.
Forms and information are
automatically sent to certificate
students.

>>  Monthly Asian  Studies
Newsletters and weekly emails
announcing the many lectures,
seminars, guest speakers, and
activities sponsored by the Center.

>> Special booklets produced each
term that identify and describe
classes with Pacific Islands or Asian
content from throughout the
University.

Examples of students who recently
have completed the Asian Studies
Certificate with a focus on the
Pacific Islands (together with their
research topics) include:

Bryan Oles: Keeping Our Roots
Strong: Place, Migration, and
Corporate Ownership of Land on
Mokil Atoll.

Mary Taylor Huber: The
Ecclesiological Frontier: An
Ethnohistorical Study of Catholic
Missionaries in the Septik Region of
Papua New Guinea.

Pei-yi Guo: Landscape,
History ~ and  Migration
Among the Langalanga,

Solomon Islands.

Thomas Mullane: Spiritual
Warfare and Social
Transformation in Fiji: The
Life History of Loto Fiafia of
Kioa.

Michael Ticker: Mobility
and the Changing Context of
Dispute Management in the
Upper Ramu in Response to
Uneven Development in
Papua New Guinea.

Study Abroad

The Study Abroad Office at
the University of Pittsburgh
develops and promotes a
variety of international
educational opportunities for Pitt
students. The University has

institutional  (or  affiliation)
agreements with many
fully-accredited educational

organizations that specialize in
coordinating programs that offer
study abroad, language, and/or
internship programs all over the
world.  These Pitt-Affiliated
programs make available many
educational opportunities in the
Pacific, especially in Australia and
Aotearoa/New Zealand.

Pacific Island Studies
Faculty

Faculty who can be approached
for further information about
Pacific Islands Studies at the
University of Pittsburgh include:

RICHARD SCAGLION
Professor, Anthropology
scaglion@pitt.edu

ANDREW STRATHERN

Andrew W. Mellon Professor of
Anthropology

strather@pitt.edu
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www.ucis.pitt.edu/asc/academics/

Indo-Pacific Council
www.ucis.pitt.edu/inpac

University Library System
www.pitt.edu/libraries.html

Less Commonly Taught
Languages Center
www.linguistics.pitt.edu/Ictl/
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