
 2007 CLAS Faculty Research 

Grants Competition 

 
 
 
Purpose 
CLAS Faculty Research Grants fund research projects on Latin America and/or the Caribbean by faculty 
members that will enhance the expertise and current knowledge of the faculty member and enrich the 
Latin American/Caribbean content of her/his courses. 
 
Eligibility 
The applicant must be a “Core” or “Related” faculty member of the Center for Latin American Studies of 
the University of Pittsburgh.  Previous awardees who have not submitted brief reports and expenditure 
documentation from past grants are not eligible to apply. 
 
Amount of Grant 
Up to $4,000 will be made available for individual grants; however, not all proposals will necessarily be 
funded at the maximum. 
 
Funding Priorities 
In general, the grants are designated for two purposes: (1) the provision of “seed money” or supplemen-
tary money for large projects; and (2) the provision of limited funds required for smaller projects or 
projects of short duration.  Within the broad scope of these purposes, priority for funding is as follows: 
 
1. New Faculty (first two years) 
2. Junior Faculty (pre-tenure, with special emphasis on faculty with Junior Research leaves) 
3. Faculty from the humanities or disciplines for which external funding is less available 
4. Senior Faculty starting new projects/changing research foci 
5. Senior Faculty requiring start-up funds for research projects that have a high probability of being 

funded externally in the future 
 
Consideration of these priorities in making awards is contingent upon the overall quality of the proposal. 
 
Utilization of Funds 
Grant funds may be used for: (1) travel; (2) maintenance; (3) data collection/analysis—including 
laboratory analysis, computer time (not purchase), informants' fees; and (4) release time/salary replace-
ment (only for research projects by junior faculty in the tenure stream—who also are CLAS Core 
Faculty—when the research will result in publications that will enhance the faculty member's attainment 
of tenure). 
 Grant funds cannot be used for: (1) the costs of publication; (2) attendance at professional meetings; 
(3) the purchase of major equipment (e.g., cameras, computers, or any equipment costing more than 
$500); or (4) salary supplements/summer salary. 
 
Preferably, funds should be expended between April and August of the award year, although exceptions 
will be considered.  Arrangements for processing the funds awarded must be made by May 
31, 2007. 
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Proposal Requirements 
All proposals must include: 
(1) a completed CLAS Faculty Research Grants application sheet; 
(2) a full description of the project not to exceed five (5) double-spaced pages, which should include 
sections on—(a) the Topic/Problem [and how the research relates to the purposes of the grant program as 
specified above], (b) Significance of/Need for the Research, and (c) Methodology; 
(3) a detailed budget; and 
(4) a curriculum vitae of the principal investigator. 

•If the proposed research project is a continuation of one for which funding has previously been 
awarded by CLAS, please indicate that this is the case in the project description.  

Note: The full description of the project may be supplemented by appendices (such as examples of ques-
tionnaires, list of field contacts, more detailed information on any of the sections) that should be referred 
to in the basic text.  However, appendices should be kept to a minimum. 
 
Application 
The original application and three complete copies of the grant proposal (a total of four complete 
copies) should be sent by the deadline to: 

Luis Bravo, Fellowship Coordinator 
Center for Latin American Studies 

4200 Wesley W. Posvar Hall 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 15260 

telephone: (412) 648-7393 
e-mail: bravo@ucis.pitt.edu 

Deadline 
Applications for research that will take place during 2007 must be submitted by Monday, November 6, 
2006. 
 
Important Note: 

• All research involving interventions or interactions with individuals or the collection of 
identifiable private information concerning living individuals requires prospective Institutional 
Review Board (IRB) approval. 

• Even if the research may qualify as an exempt category, the researcher must obtain an exemption 
approval from the IRB. 

• Grantees are responsible for obtaining IRB approval when required, and must provide 
documentation of IRB approval before the funds can be disbursed. For further information, check 
the IRB web site at www.irb.pitt.edu. 

 
Grant Recipient Requirements 
Grant recipients must provide CLAS with a brief (two to four pages) written report within three weeks 
following the conclusion of the research.  The report should indicate: (1) how grant funds were expended; 
(2) if applicable, your travel schedule (where you went and how much time you spent in each locale); (3) 
what you accomplished; and (4) how you will utilize your research results.  Recipients must acknowledge 
the assistance of the Center for Latin American Studies, University Center for International Studies, 
University of Pittsburgh, in any publication, film, or other product resulting from research supported by 
this grant. 
Grant recipients also are responsible for fully completing the Travel and Business Expense Report 
form and providing all applicable documentation within two weeks after their return from the field. 

 
Funding for the Faculty Research Grants Competition is provided by the  

University Center for International Studies 
and the Center for Latin American Studies 

University of Pittsburgh 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

FACULTY RESEARCH GRANT APPLICATION FORM 
 
 
 
 
1.  NAME: 
 
2.  ACADEMIC RANK: 
 
3.  SCHOOL AND DEPARTMENT: 
 
4.  UNIVERSITY ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE: 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  HOME ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE: 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  TITLE OF RESEARCH PROJECT: 
 
 
 
 
 
7. COUNTRY/COUNTRIES TO BE VISITED (IF APPLICABLE) AND TIME PERIOD DURING WHICH FUNDS 

ARE NEEDED (SPECIFY MONTH AND DAYS): 
 
 
 
 
 
TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS IN FIELD: 
 
 
 
8.  BUDGET 

(Please provide your detailed budget with the text of the proposal as specified in the program guidelines.  In the 
spaces below, indicate only total amounts.) 

 
 a. Funds Requested from the Center:  $ 
 
 b. Other Sources of Funds: 
 
                                                               $ 
 
                                                               $ 
 
                                                               $ 
 
 
 c. Total Project Budget:  $ 
 
 


