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The Seal of Approvu

Professional Students Add Inlernulmnul
Focus Through Certificate Progrums

For those soon-to-be-graduates of Pitt’s professional schools going job shopping,
facing a buyer’s market can be daunting.

Each year finds more and better quali-
fied students jockeying for a dwindling
number of high-end positions—and the
competition comes armed with creden-
tials that could strike fear in the hearts
of the unprepared.

To create an advantage over their rivals,
and in recognition of the increasing
globalization of many professions,

more students are pursuing certificate
programs that develop international
proficiency—and distinguish certificate
recipients from the rest of the pack.

“The word has gotten out in the busi-
ness school that it’s very good to do
study abroad,” says Josephine Olson,
professor of business administration
and economics and advisor to students
seeking the Certificate Program in
International Business (CPIB). “From
what I've heard, in the future, language
and international experience is going
to be a selling point.”
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Although CPIB, offered through the
College of Business Administration

(CBA), has only existed for a few years,

enrollment is climbing steadily. In

the first year Olson recalls only seven
students taking one of her classes,

a requirement for program completion;
that number is now up to between

35 and 40 students graduating with
the certificate each year.

Expectations run high. Candidates
for the certificate must demonstrate
a fairly high level of competence in
a foreign language and must travel
abroad, both of which are difficult to
accomplish within the confines of a
tightly packed business curriculum.

Of students willing to invest the time
and dedication necessary to complete
the program, Olson says, “They have
a different perspective, a different
attitude. They're more interested than
the typical undergraduate.”

At the School of Law, students looking
to earn the Certificate in International
and Comparative Law take three
required courses and a set of electives.
But what really sets Pitt graduates
apart is that they have had the
opportunity to travel, according to
Ronald Brand, director of the Center
for International Legal Education.

“You don’t have to study abroad, but
a number of students do, and those
credits satisfy the elective require-
ment for the certificate,” he says.

One of the more popular options

for international legal study is the
Law at Sea program, through which
participants spend a summer aboard
the MV Explorer, the host vessel of the
Semester at Sea program. Students
also have spent a semester or a year
in Paris, Moscow, Oslo, Tokyo, or cities
in Ukraine, Spain, and Germany in law
schools whose credits transfer back

to the University of Pittsburgh.



“That way, they're studying alongside
students from that country,” says
Brand. “And it demonstrates that
they're willing to put themselves into
a different culture with a different
language, a different legal system,
and a different system of education.”

The projects are weighty, too. In the
summer of 2004, Pitt law students
worked in Serbia on issues related

to human rights and the World Trade
Organization. In Kosovo, a student
worked with lawyers defending accused
war criminals.

Ultimately, the certificate tends to ben-
efit students more three to seven years
after they graduate than when they are
just out of college and pursuing entry-
level jobs, he adds. For example, four of
the 130 lawyers currently employed as
legal advisors to the U.S. Department
of State are Pitt alumni.

“We encourage students to think longer
term,” Brand says.

At the School of Engineering, the
Certificate in International Engineering
Studies is gaining ground with stu-
dents, according to Associate Dean

for Academic Affairs Larry Shuman.

The program originated as a way to
motivate students to study abroad

in recognition of the global focus
engineering has taken in recent years.
Participants must take at least one
term of intermediate-level language
training and a course in a foreign
culture. They must also participate

in study, an internship, or other work
experience abroad.

“It gives them exposure to a different
culture, and it requires them to be
a little bit innovative,” says Shuman.

“We view this as an important part
of their education.”

In some cases, as with the Certificate
in Global Health at the Graduate
School of Public Health (GSPH), pro-
grams are driven by the changing face
of a profession.

“We developed the program because
many problems in the health sciences
can be addressed at a global level,”
says Meryl Karol, GSPH associate dean
for academic affairs and research

who codirects the program with Ron
La Porte, professor of epidemiology.
“Infectious diseases, for instance, are
a global problem. A good example is
SARS. You really have to understand
transmission patterns, susceptibility,
and underlying factors that contribute
to the disease.”

Students earn the 15-credit certificate
by taking courses in international
health policy and management,

molecular epidemiology, and the effects

of culture on health, among other

course offerings. A course titled Special

Studies in Global Health is a directed
study in which students pair up with

a faculty member engaged in interna-
tional research.

Sunita Dodani, one of the first students
in the global health certificate program

As Brand points out, certificate pro-

grams are not just a means to an end,
but rather a sign that graduates have
gone the extra mile to add depth and

dimension to their education. Each year

) o finds more
The purpose for the certificate is to

indicate to potential employers and and hetter

others that these students have some qualified

expertise in this area, that they have students

jockeying
or a
dwindling

focused their studies,” he says. “But
we make it very clear to our students

that our goal is not for them to devote
their entire study to international law.

This is the icing on the cake—this is number
not the cake.” o of high-end
positions.
-
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