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Agenda Item I: Natural Resource Management for development

That Africa is well-endowed with natural resources, particularly in essential mineral resources,
such as gold, diamond, lithium, cobalt, manganese and hydrocarbons among others is not in
doubt. While there has been an intensified exploitation of these minerals since colonial times, the
Africa continent remains impoverished. The International Monetary Fund (2021) estimates that
Sub-Saharan countries lose about $470 million and $730 million annually to corporate tax evasion
in the extractive sector. This figure can be higher due to under invoicing and other related
extractive sector malpractices.

Other staggering estimates show that Africa loses 50 billion dollars[1] a year to illicit financial
flows, majority of which is in the mining and mineral extractive sectors. This occurs on the back of
weak laws and regulatory institutions. Relatedly, it is multinational corporations that dominate in
Africa’s mineral sector rather than African companies, which is a continuation of the colonial
resource extraction architecture. Foreign dominance in the extractive sector enables profit
repatriation out of the continent. The phenomenon puts pressure on local currencies of the
respective countries, triggering inflation and related economic distortions. Closely related to this is
the fact that the much-needed financial resources required for investment in social development in
the resource rich African countries becomes scarce due to capital flight which is prevalent in the
natural resource extraction sector.

The extractive sector in Africa is characterized by dispossession and displacement of people,
unequal distribution of wealth generated from the resources and conflicts. Natural resource
extraction has also been linked to Africa’s debt crises[2]. Yet, there have been many initiatives to
enhance Africa’s resource management and governance. In 2008, many African countries adopted
the Africa Union’s the African Mining Vision ( see African Union, 2009 for full document) as a new
manifesto for the extractive sector restructuring to drive development. Despite this effort and many



before this, the status quo prevails with an ever-intensive ecological destruction and
impoverishment of populations on the continent (Osei-Owusu, Danquah & Towa, 2022).

Questions for discussion

1. What is the status of natural resource extraction in your country currently?

2. How are your citizens participating in the extractive sector?

3. What policies have you put in place to ensure natural resources are sustainably exploited and
used for equitable socioeconomic development?

4. What structural reforms are required at the national, regional and continental levels to
enhance Africa’s natural resource governance to propel development?
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Agenda Item 2: Data and Development in Africa

Data is the new gold, so the saying goes. Contemporary socioeconomic development, namely the
4th industrial revolution is driven by data, information and statistics. Data is used for modeling,
simulation, targeting, marketing and predictions among others. Currently, developed countries
(USA, for example) and some leading Global south countries such as China, dominate the data
economy with questions of data sovereignty becoming concerns for researchers and policy makers.
Yet, the digital divide makes Africa’s attainment of digital data independence a challenging feat.
This is because, not many countries in Africa have the digital data infrastructure nor the legal
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structures to benefit from the huge datasets generated by people and about people on the
continent and its diaspora.

In addition, data infrastructure and systems are sustained by the labour of a highly educated
population, research and development. With very sophisticated data management and storage
regimes and systems, developed countries have immense advantage not only to extract data from
the developing countries, but to use these data for their own advancement. This phenomenon,
exacerbates the global structural inequality (Benyera, 2021). Africa is a young continent with the
median age of its population estimated at 19 which is demographic dividend required for
development. However, this is not currently the case, even though this critical mass of energetic
and creative youth is eager to contribute to development on the continent. On reflecting on Africa’s
participation in the data driven economy in tandem with its high youth population, there is a case
to be made for strategies and policies to harness the benefits of data for socioeconomic
development. This forum will center Africa’s development on the question of data and how this is
essential in Africa’s futures.

Questions for discussion

1. What is the status of data systems and infrastructure in your country?

2. How is your country leveraging on the ongoing data revolution to propel development?

3. What role can African youth play in digitalization, AI and the future of data systems on the
continent and globally?

4. What policies do we need to put in place at the national, regional and continental level to
ensure data protection and leveraging on it for socio-economic development?
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