
Small Countries, Big Challenges:              

Addressing Poverty and Vulnerability          

in the Caribbean 
by  

Asha Williams  
(Social Protection Specialist, World Bank; CLAS and Pitt alumna; and 2015 Recipient of the Sheth International Young 

Alumni Achievement Award) 
 

Thursday, March 19, 2015 

Noon 

4130 Posvar Hall 
 
 

Despite their small size and picturesque locations, many Caribbean countries have been grappling with        

development challenges, including vulnerability to natural disasters and climate change; susceptibility to       

exogenous shocks; limited productive sectors; and small labor markets. These challenges, along with           

demographic changes in several countries, have implications for poverty and vulnerability among households 

and individuals and, by extension, the needs of citizens for Social Protection and Labor policies and programs.  

 

To address some of these challenges, Caribbean countries have employed Social Protection Labor programs 

and policies, including social assistance, social insurance, and labor market programs. This presentation will 

provide an overview of the role of Social Protection in the small country context (particularly the Caribbean)

and examine how Social Protection and Labor programs can be tailored to the small country context. The 

presentation builds on a recent World Bank Social Protection and Labor Discussion Paper, Tailoring Social 

Protection to Small Island Developing States: Lessons Learned from the Caribbean.   
 

Link to Discussion Paper: 

Williams, A.; Cheston, T.; Coudouel, A.; and Subran, L. (2013). Tailoring Social Protection to Small Island 

Developing States: Lessons Learned from the Caribbean. (World Bank) http://siteresources.worldbank.org/

SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/SP-Discussion-papers/Social-Protection-General-DP/1306.pdf   
 

 

Lunch will be provided.  
 

For updates, visit:  http://www.ucis.pitt.edu/clas/panoramas_roundtable  
 

 

For more information, contact: Luis Bravo bravo@pitt.edu or Luz Amanda Hank lavst12@pitt.edu  
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