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The U.S. & the U.S.S.R. 
Emerged as the Two 

Superpowers

1945-1989 (91)
Vs.

Cold War!!!





Soviet Union: 1917-91
The Bolshevik Revolution – the “Reds”



Postwar Europe, 1945



Warsaw Pact (1955)

} U. S. S. R.
} Albania
} Bulgaria
} Czechoslovakia

} East Germany
} Hungary
} Poland
} Rumania



North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (1949)

❖ United States
❖ Belgium
❖ Britain
❖ Canada
❖ Denmark
❖ France
❖ Iceland

❖ Luxemburg
❖ Netherlands
❖ Norway
❖ Portugal
❖ 1952: Greece & 

Turkey
❖ 1955: West Germany

 





End of Cold War?



1989!!



Dec 25, 
1991



Boris Yeltsin, 1991-99
Russian  
Democracy







Vladimir Putin 
1999-????



NATO 2022







Annexation of Crimea  2014













EU – European Union
1957-present









https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/po
licies/eu-response-ukraine-invasion/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/4
065792-european-leaders-convene-
emergency-meetings-in-response-to-
chaos-in-russia/

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-response-ukraine-invasion/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-response-ukraine-invasion/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/4065792-european-leaders-convene-emergency-meetings-in-response-to-chaos-in-russia/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/4065792-european-leaders-convene-emergency-meetings-in-response-to-chaos-in-russia/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/4065792-european-leaders-convene-emergency-meetings-in-response-to-chaos-in-russia/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/4065792-european-leaders-convene-emergency-meetings-in-response-to-chaos-in-russia/


Discussion Questions
1. What should the foreign policy of the EU 

be towards Russia in light of the its 
invasion of Ukraine?

2. What should the military policy of NATO 
be in light of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine?

3. What might a post-Putin Russia look 
like? And how should the EU & NATO 
prepare for this eventuality?
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