
Educator: Madison Dancer Lesson Plan: 2-3 days

Subject/Grade Level: US History, 8th Grade

Lesson Title: US and EU Democracy

Standards: 8.C&G.1.2 Compare how decisions of state and local government conform
and conflict with the democratic ideals of the nation.
8.C&G.1.3 Critique the policies, laws, and government structures of
North Carolina and the nation in terms of conforming to or conflicting
with American democratic ideals.

Objectives

→ Students will be able to identify and discuss the similarities and differences between US
Democracy and EU Democracy.

→ Students will identify and discuss the importance of democracy.

→ Students will be able to research and write about a way they can participate and promote
democracy.

Prerequisite Learning

→ Students should have a basic understanding of the US Government bodies and their
duties, as well as political parties in the US. (See US Government Notes in the resources
section for support in this area).

Learning Acquisition and Assessment

Formative Assessments
Summative Assessments
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Learning Activities

Day 1 → Begin class with a review of US Democracy and how our government works.
Be sure to review each branch and their roles. See notes on the US
Government if needed.

→ Open up the US and EU Democracy Notes and play the video on Slide 1

→ Have students take notes on slides 2-6, outlining the different bodies of the EU
government.

→ Slide 2: Can discuss how there are examples of direct and indirect
democracy within this democratic design

→ Slide 3: Executive branch enforces laws. Can also discuss how this branch
does more work with proposing laws than our executive branch.

→ Slide 4: Can discuss how the Parliament is more based on representation based
on population whereas the council has reps from each country who are relevant
to the issues being discussed. Can discuss how it’s similar and different to the
House and Senate.

o Legislative branch makes laws.

o Can discuss how some rules are made by the EU government and some
are made by individual countries. Can discuss comparisons between
national and state governments in the US.

→ Slide 5: Judicial Branch handles legal issues.

→ Slide 6: The European Council is made up of the heads of state, so the agenda
is set by the leaders of all of the countries.

o Can discuss how the president and different political groups in the US
have influence over this in the US.

o In the EU, at least one person from each country has a say in setting the
political agenda - can’t necessarily say the same for the US. What do

students think about this difference?

→ End class by having students write down all five bodies of the EU discussed
today, their primary function, and an image or symbol to represent each
group.

Day 2
(and 3 if
needed)

→ Start class by asking the kids to write down any issues they can remember
being discussed in yesterday’s video.

→ Begin with slide 7: discuss how this process is seen in the electoral college and
Supreme Court.

o Continue on with slides 8-9 either discussing questions aloud, using
think-pair-share, or having students write down answers.

→ Transition to Slide 10: Discuss representation in each body

o European Council is the heads of State = 1 each
o Council of the EU includes nationally elected ministers based on
the issue at hand o Commission is 1 per country
o Parliament is the only one really based on population.
o Continue to slide 11 and discuss the pros and cons of representation in



the US vs EU Parliament
→ Slide 12: Discuss how there are so many more political groups that are broadly

represented in the EU Parliament vs the US Government.

o Discuss how more groups might make decisions more challenging but
also how it would promote more voices being heard.

→ Slide 13: Discuss how kids themselves feel about politics. Do they listen to the
news? Where do they hear about politics? Do they ever hear anything positive
about our government or is it mostly negative? How does today’s news impact
them as citizens and future voters?

o Discuss how some older generations have seen more impacts in
countries with a lack of democracy. Watch the video on slide 13 labeled
#Useyourvote

o Discuss other conflicts happening in the world right now or in the
recent past because there is a lack of democracy on a global scale.

o Try to impress upon kids that just because our democracy may need
improvements, doesn’t mean that we can just ignore it. We can
hope and work for better while still
supporting democratic ideals.

→ Slide 14: This could be used as an exit ticket or, if time allows, lead into some
deeper research. See summative assessments above for ideas.

Resources and Materials

→ US Government Notes (prerequisite learning option)

→ US and EU Democracy Notes
















































