
Brussels-Lux Study Tour  
Post-Secondary Faculty Course Module Planning 

 
Name: Dr. Christopher Serafin Course Title: International Business – Unit: Regional 

Economic Integration / Trade Blocs – The EU 
Discipline: Business Administration 

Course/Module Narrative: This unit will focus on the economic influence and makeup of two large 
supranational bodies; namely, the European Union, and NATO. Students will 
learn the general history of both institutions while being encouraged to think 
critically about their role in wider geo-political actions, particularly the War in 
Ukraine. 

Course Objectives: Identify various factors influencing global trade 

→ Discuss globalization, the evolution of international business, regional economic integration, and the 
international flow of funds and exchange rates.  

→ Identify how legal and political environmental differences impact global business. 
→ Recognize the cultural environment of global business and how a country’s cultural dimensions 

influence multicultural businesses. 
→ Identify and discuss the various aspects of entry strategies in the global market and the organization 

of the global market. 
Module Objectives/Learning Objectives: Discuss the role of the EU & NATO within a 
wider geopolitical and economic context  
→ Explore how EU trade agreements influence existing political relationships. 
→ Discuss NATO’s and EU history. 
→ Examine how the war in Ukraine is affecting global trade. 
→ Discuss the EU-NATO relationship with Ukraine. 
→ Identify countries comprising the EU / Identify countries in Europe. 

Assigned Readings 

→ Economic impact of Russia's war on Ukraine: European Council response 
→ CFR - War in Ukraine 
→ The Impact of the War in Ukraine on Global Trade and Investment 
→ Russia-Ukraine and the Impact on the World Food Supply  
→ NATO Member Countries 
→ Shuman Declaration May 1950    
→ How Does the European Union Work 
→ Russia-Ukraine war impact on supply chains and inflation 
→ NATO’s role in contemporary global security dynamics: beyond adaptability and resilience 
→ NATO and Economic Security 

o Dinan, Desmond, ed. Origins and Evolution of the European Union. 2nd ed. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2014. (recommended) 

o Drozdiak, William. Fractured Continent: Europe’s Crisis and the Fate of the West. W.W. Norton & 
Co, 2017. (recommended) 

o Pagden, Anthony, ed., The Idea of Europe: From Antiquity to the European Union. New 
York: Cambridge University Press, 2002. (recommended) 

o Marsh, David. The Euro: The Battle for the New Global Currency. Yale University Press, 2009. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1npjjn. (recommended) 

Content & Delivery 

Course Content 
→ Contemporary EU trade and political policy 
→ NATO history and contemporary policy 
→ Foundations of EU & NATO 

Instruction & Delivery (lecture, discussion, group work, 
etc.) 
→ Discussion, and lecture 

Assessment 



Brussels-Lux Study Tour  
Post-Secondary Faculty Course Module Planning 

→ In-class map quiz on European Countries. 
→ In-class writing assignment regarding theoretical roles of future EU and NATO actions/policy. 
→ Group discussion and participation throughout the lecture. 

 
Resources and Materials 

→ Blank Map of Europe 
→ Answer key map of Europe 
→ EU Trade Relations Map 
→ Economic integration, trade and connectivity - European Commission 
→ EU Trade Agreements 
→ EU position in world trade - European Commission 
→ Trade policy and agreements – EU action | European Union 
→ Overview of the Euro 
→ History of the European Union  
→ EU Games & Quizzes 
→ EU Made Easy  
→ What is NATO 
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