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Re-imagining Communities in the Neoliberal Era:
The Decline of Social Democracy, the Rise of the
Populist Right and the Fate of Democracy

Over the past decades, Western democracies
have experienced dramatic change. In
Europe, the most obvious is the decline of
the mainstream patties, pérticuiar'iy those on
the center-left, that long anchored and
defined politics in the region. This talk will
examine the reasons for the decline of
center-left or social democtatic partles in
Europe, stressmg the role played by these
parties c_ha_ngmg :d_eas about the nature of
the economy and society.

These changing ideas, | will argue, created
incentives and opportumtles for new parties,
partlcuiariy on the popuhst right, to change
theirown platforms and appeals in ways that
helped reshape how citizens viewed
themselves and thelr relationships with thesr
fellow citizens.
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