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In Roses in Winter Rebecca Laroche moves beyond
recent rea(ling’s of recipes, distillation and the
procreation sonnets. Focusing CIOSely on how
one recipe book treats roses and various rose
proclucts, Laroche returns to the sonnets with a
new appreciation of how roses in these poems are
not merely distilled, but rather t}ley grow. What is
more, rose water and oil are not everlasting‘; tlley,
too, fac],e, ancl, in their use, tlley must be replenishe(l.
This close, archivaﬂy-(lriven rea(ling' recognizes
that the different moments of distillation function
variously in the sonnets, as a recipe on distilling
rose oil differs from a recipe for damask water and
both differ from a recipe that has a water or an
oil as an ing’re(lient. The lecture as a whole makes
a strong argument for more archival work with

manuscripts from the early modern era.
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