
1918 FLU PANDEMIC:
LESSONS LEARNED 

A MINI COURSE FOR K-12 EDUCATORS 
Could this happen again? The 1918 influenza pandemic was the most severe pandemic in

recent history, so deadly that some countries ran out of coffins. The symptoms were horrible,
giving it the name of “black flu.” Although there is no universal consensus regarding where the
virus originated, it spread worldwide during 1918-1919. It is estimated that about 500 million
people or one-third of the world’s population became infected with this virus. The number of

deaths was estimated to be at least 50 million worldwide.
 

Now 100 years later, we will explore in this two-day mini course the origins of the pandemic; its
impact in Europe, Asia, and the Americas; and how the field of global health changed from an

emphasis on tropical medicine to international health.
 

Learn more at www.ucis.pitt.edu/ncta/event-opportunities/teacher-programs  
 

Materials, ACT 48, parking and meals included. 

October 18, 5:30-8:30 PM
October 19, 8:30-3:00 PM

4130 Posvar Hall
University of Pittsburgh

Register at tinyurl.com/y6trunpp  
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