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Taiwan's outsized role in 
today's global economy
• Despite its tiny size and population, Taiwan 

plays an outsized role in the global economy 
today. Taiwan produces:

• 80% of the global market’s share of laptops 
and computer motherboards.

• 60% of the world’s network devices.
(Source: Center for Strategic & International Studies)

• Taiwan  Semi-conductor Manufacturing 
Corporation (TSMC) makes more than half 
the world's computer chips.

(Source: Shelly Rigger’s Why Taiwan Matters)



Taiwan in the news

Source: https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2023/03/24/strategic-
competition-casts-doubt-on-one-china-policy/



The Silicon Shield

• Taiwan's dominance in 
manufacturing semiconductors 
is seen by some analysts as a 
deterrent against an invasion 
by Beijing [File: Ann Wang/Reuters]

Source: 
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/4/1/silic
on-shield-why-taiwan-is-not-the-next-ukraine
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Suggestions for using "Centering Taiwan in Global Asia" website in the 
Social Studies classroom

National Council for Social Studies (NCSS) Teacher Standards and the five “essential 
characteristics of powerful social studies”.

Subject Topic/Concept Use of Centering Taiwan website

U.S. History (K-12) Extermination and 
Displacement of Native 
Peoples

Displacement of Indigenous Peoples (Indigeneity & Early 
Settlement map page and lesson plan)

U.S. History (9-12) Mercantilism under British 
Empire

Global trade networks exercised by British and Dutch 
colonial empires (Navigation, Trade & Piracy map page 
and lesson plan; Colonization map page and lesson plan)

World History (9-12) Western imperialism and 
colonialism; mercantilism; 
Ming and Qing dynasties

Global trade networks exercised by British and Dutch 
colonial empires; Koxinga's flight from mainland China 
for Taiwan with fall of Ming dynasty (Navigation, Trade & 
Piracy map page and lesson plan; Colonization map page 
& lesson plan)

World History (9-12) Qing dynasty; Meiji 
Restoration; Japanese 
colonization

Qing dynasty and Taiwan; Japan and Taiwan 
(Colonization map page and lesson plan)

https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/NCSSTeacherStandardsVol1-rev2004.pdf


U.S. History: U.S. as a 
British colony
World History: global 
trade

• QUESTIONS:
• According to the trade network 
image, what role did the Dutch play 
in trade between Asia and Europe in 
the 17th century?  What goods and 
resources did Europeans desire from 
Asia and why?
• Based on Taiwan’s location in Asia, 
why might it have proved an ideal 
trading hub between East and West? Graphic organizer based on information from Tsai, Shih -

shan Henry, Marititme Taiwan: Historical Encounters with the East and 
the West, p. 35-37.

17th century trade between Asia and Europe



Navigation, 
Trade & Piracy 
map page



Colonization 
Map page



"Centering Taiwan 
in Global Asia" in 
the ELA Classroom

• National Council of Teachers of 
English standards
• World Literature example: Hunter 

School by Sakinu Ahronglong; 
translated by Darryl Sterk
• Themes addressed: Identity; 

Loss; Circle of Life; Family; Love
• For use with the "Indigeneity & Early 

Settlement" map page

https://cdn.ncte.org/nctefiles/resources/books/sample/46767chap01.pdf
https://cdn.ncte.org/nctefiles/resources/books/sample/46767chap01.pdf


Indigeneity & Early Settlement map page



Resources

• Andrade, Tonio, How Taiwan Became Chinese
• https://centeringtaiwan.pitt.edu/
• Manthorpe, Jonathan, Forbidden Nation: A History of Taiwan. St. Martin’s Press 

Griffin. New York. 2009.
• Maritime Asia
• https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/an-overview-of-taiwans-economy
• Rigger, Shelley. Why Taiwan Matters: Small Island, Global Powerhouse. Rowman 

& Littlefield, 2014.
• Tsai, Shih-shan Henry, Maritime Taiwan: Historical Encounters with the East and 

the West. Routledge. New York. 2016.
• Wong, Maggie Hiufu. “The Rise of Bubble Tea, One of Taiwan's Most Beloved 

Beverages.” CNN, Cable News Network, 30 Apr. 2020, The Rise of Bubble Tea, 
One of Taiwan's Most Beloved Beverages."

http://www.gutenberg-e.org/andrade/index.html
https://centeringtaiwan.pitt.edu/
https://maritime-asia.org/
https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/an-overview-of-taiwans-economy

