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RIGHT:
Opium Taxation in 1925-26

BELOW:
Opium export tax stamps, 1925
(League of Nations Archive)
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TIMELINE of OPIUM’S LEGALITY

~1839: Illegal
1839-41: The Opium War
1841-59: Nominally Illegal, Purposefully Ignored

1860-1906: de facto legalized by the creation of import
and transit taxes
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BODIES AND STRUCTURES 2.0: DEEP-MAPPING MODERN EAST ASIAN HISTORY BY DAVID AMBARAS AND KATE MCDONALD

MODULES (14/17)

The Coastal Opium
Trade in 1830s Fujian

Peter D. Thilly

This module tells the story of how a transnational coalition of maritime traders came
together to operate one of the largest illicit drug markets in history. The importation of
opium into China prior to 1832 occurred exclusively in the @ Pearl River Delta in
Guangdong Province, where Fujianese and Cantonese ships would load up on the drug for
delivery to other parts of the empire.

Open Access Digital Module on the Opium Trade in 1830s Fujian

Bodies and Structures 2.0



& “The foreigners, Big Li and Little Li”
SN

] * also known as

i Thomas Rees and John Rees

%

(Right) Letter in the Jardine Matheson
Company Archive (JM H1.51 01)

Addressed to “Captain Li,” and labeled “Ya
Cow” (Yakou).

Contents: Requesting that Captain Li (John
Rees) take his boat out of Shenhu Bay due
to an impending government raid on
opium traders.




“The smugglers and Mandarins have
come to an arrangement in this
place, that they are to be paid $10
for every chest we deliver...We have
a man put on board, who receives
the cash and a chop has been
delivered to me.”

-Captain Jauncey in Shenhu Bay,
November 1835.

“The Mandarines are about
collecting their fees prior to the
New Year and | believe are
squeezing the brokers that we deal
with rather hard.”

-John Rees in Shenhu Bay, January
1837 (the month of Shi Hou’s
arrest).

Quanzhou.

0 10 20 mi
X 0 10 20 30 km
S
X o .
2 X Anchorages where the British sold opium
Villages and lineage in Jinjiang County with suspected opium merchants

1 Yakou, ShiLineage 7 Shati, Gong Lineage 13 Shati, Gong Lineage
2 Xicen 8 Qingyang, Zhuang Lineage 14 Qingyang, Zhuang Lineage
3 Shenhu, Chen Lineage 9 Hanjiang, Wang Lineage 15 Hanjiang, Wang Lineage
4 Dong’an, Wu Lineage 10 Xindian, Li Lineage 16 Xindian, Li Lineage
5 Xibian 11 Chengbian, Luo Lineage 17 Chengbian, Luo Lineage
6 Cendou 12 Xiayang, Luo Lineage 18 Xiayang, Luo Lineage




The Inner Harbor

and the Opium Anchorages
in Inter-War Xiamen,
1843-1860
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The Harbor and Opium Anchorage in Fuzhou
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Opium Taxes in Fuzhou
during 1875 (per chest):

0
1uan W
'a

Import tax: 30 taels

Lijin (transport tax): 84 taels

Total: 124 taels

Monthly wage of a laborer in
Fuzhou: 3 taels
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« The Fuzhou Arsenal and Naval Yard (above) | 2 e

« Zuo Zongtang’s war to consolidate direct rule in
Qinghai and Xinjiang (right)

» Troop upkeep (land and sea) in Fujian.

e Urban infrastructure

e Social services
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RIGHT:
Opium Taxation in 1925-26

BELOW:
Opium export tax stamps, 1925
(League of Nations Archive)
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