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Introduction
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Ichthys “Graffiti” at Ephasus
3



Hernando Cortes 
Via “THE MEMOIRS OF THE CONQUISTADOR BERNAL DÍAZ DEL CASTILLO”

“
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We are much more conquered 

ourselves than conquerors, 

and should not be called the 

conquerors of New Spain, but 

the conquered of Cortes.

White wall, the paperof fools! Cortes is not content 
with taking his share 
of the gold as general, but must also 

have his royal fifths

And of the wise and honest!



Armada Portrait
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Nüshu: Secret Language of Women in China
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Dances with Roots in Slave Laws
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Dances with Roots in Slave Laws
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTnWWiex7DU


Dances with Roots in Slave Laws
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QifiyNm6jG4


2.

Creative Resistance
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background
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Examples of standards
NCSS
✘ Concepts such as: beliefs, values, mores, institutions, 

cohesion, diversity, accommodation, adaptation, assimilation, 
and dissonance;

✘ That the cultural values and beliefs of societies influence their 
analysis of challenges, and their responses to these 
challenges.

✘ Compare and analyze behaviors for preserving and 
transmitting culture even while adapting to environmental 
or social change;

✘ The need for respect for the rule of law, as well as a 
recognition of times when civil disobedience has been 
justified;

✘ That seeking multiple perspectives is required in order 
effectively to grasp the complexity of issues involving 
civic ideals and practices;

COMMON CORE
✘ Determine the central ideas or information of a 

primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas.

✘ Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the 
same historical event or issue by assessing the authors' 
claims, reasoning, and evidence.

✘ Integrate nformation presented in diverse formats 
and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in 
words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.

✘ Integrate information from diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of 
an idea or event, noting discrepancies among 
sources.
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Essential Questions
● Under what circumstances are people motivated to action?
● How are opinions of a region’s systems reflected in its art and 

technology?
● In what ways can art communicate a culture’s institutions?
● How do individuals and groups select their form of artistic expression? 
● How does the addition of art and technology change the historic and 

current perspective?
● What effect have cultural responses to systems and institutions had at 

local and global levels?
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Economics｜politics｜race｜gender & sexuality｜environment
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Student Choice:  Blog posts
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In at least 400 words, answers 
one of the essential questions with 
a clear thesis/claim, evidence, and 
multiple, specific details



Economics
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Economics
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READINGS/DISCUSSION/LESSONS

● Defining terms: 
conservative vs. liberal 
economics

● “Thatcherism” and 
responses 

● National Union of Miners 
(NUM) strike

● Punk Rock-- The Clash

“London calling to the faraway towns
Now war is declared and battle come down
London calling to the underworld
Come out of the cupboard, you boys and girls…
… Forget it, brother, you can go it alone…”

Billy Elliot’s “London Calling” by The Clash

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Etc_8Ge4Qdo


politics
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Art of Conflict: Murals of Northern Ireland
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8tLJMeZgSg


politics
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READINGS/DISCUSSION/LESSONS

● Contemporary Russian 
history

● Legal and judicial system 
in Russia

● Putin
● Role of Russian Orthodox 

Church
● “Hooliganism”

Pussy Riot



ANPO: Art X War
21

READINGS/DISCUSSION/LESSONS

● Post-WWII US-Japan relations
● 1960’s ANPO protests
● Perspective of Japanese citizens
● Protests in Okinawa today

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mcfoAXyxhE


ANPO: Art X War
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READINGS/DISCUSSION/LESSONS

● Post-WWII US-Japan relations
● 1960’s ANPO protests
● Perspective of Japanese citizens
● Protests in Okinawa today

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mcfoAXyxhE


Ai Wei Wei
23



Rise: The Story of the Egyptian Revolution Shortly Before it Started
24

READINGS/DISCUSSION/LESSONS

● Contemporary history 
and politics of Egypt

● Diversity in Egypt
● Arab Spring



Politics paper
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You will write a 1000 word essay  (approx. 3 ½ pages) that combines a minimum of five of these sources, 
as well as outside sources of your choosing (optional) to answer one of the following questions: 

● What motivates people to communicate with one another through alternative, non-mainstream 
sources for the purposes of order, security, and social justice? 

● How can film, music, art, and digital communication represent people and culture in ways that 
the political arena and traditional journalism do not? 

● How does the medium of communication affect the desired political outcome? 



race
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Music
27

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DGY9HvChXk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhwBUydknWI


Kendrick Lamar “I”
4th Verse
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On how the infamous, sensitive N-word control us

So many artists gave her an explanation to hold us

Well, this is my explanation straight from Ethiopia

N-E-G-U-S definition: royalty; king royalty - wait listen

N-E-G-U-S description: black emperor, king, ruler, 

now let me finish

The history books overlook the word and hide it

America tried to make it to a house divided

The homies don't recognize we been using it wrong

So I'ma break it down and put my game in a song

N-E-G-U-S, say it with me, or say it no more

Black stars can come and get me

Take it from Oprah Winfrey, tell her she right on time
Kendrick Lamar, by far, realest Negus alive

https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5053976
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5053976
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5051629
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5051629
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5051629
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5051629
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5051629
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5077034
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5077034
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5077034
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5077034
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5058345
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5058345
https://genius.com/Kendrick-lamar-i-album-version-lyrics#note-5051629


The Carters Apesh*t
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbMqWXnpXcA


Gender and sexuality
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Gender and sexuality
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READINGS/DISCUSSION/LESSONS

● Women and Islam 
(feminisms)

● Sexual violence 
● Economic context for the 

Arab Spring
● Women, Rights, and 

Leadership

Cairo 678

https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://teachmideast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Womens-Rights-33.pdf&hl=en
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMc7YDCIORQ
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://teachmideast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Womens-Rights-33.pdf&hl=en
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://teachmideast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Womens-Rights-33.pdf&hl=en
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Environment
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environment
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READINGS/DISCUSSION/LESSONS

● Environmental quality
● Supply and demand?



environment
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READINGS/DISCUSSION/LESSONS

● Brazilian Favellas
● Recycling
● Living in/on a dump and 

making a living trash 
picking

Wasteland

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sNlwh8vT2NU


Graffitti
36

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lX-2sP0JFw


Pittsburgh Field Trip
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Final project

38

We have studied about how art and various types of media communicate themes …

You will create a collage of at least four examples of art and/or technology that communicates a variety of mediums and 
themes to represent the issues you feel are most important to your life.  They can be issues that contributed to who you 
are (historic) or global issues facing you today. You will seek to answer the following question: 

What art and technology best represent the global issues and events from the time period and/or 
place in which you lived/live and who you have become/what you do today? 

Your work (physical or digital) should include a written or spoken narrative that addresses: 
● Why you chose the works you did

o For their issue
o For their medium

● How they address your questions

Your work should include references to outside sources as well as an MLA works cited.  You are expected to use outside 
sources.  

You need to present your work in a 6-7 minute presentation 



Final Project 1
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Final Project 2
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Final Project 3
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3.

Younger Grades
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Teaching Tolerance
43



August Wilson Center Pantone
44



45



Levi’s ad campaign
46
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oURB0C0vTeI


SUPERIOR MOTORS in BRADDOCK, PA
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Murals of Pittsburgh
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Children’s art from trauma
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Children’s art from trauma
51

Sedra Nikzad, 10 
years old, draws in 
the Mosaik 
Support Center.  
Mark Herman

A model of a church 
created by a young 
person held at 
Tornillo detention 
facility in El Paso, 
when it was 
operational. UAC 
stands for 
Unaccompanied 
Alien Child; Tanvi 
Misra

Collatoral Repair 
Project (CRP)
Refugee child’s 
depiction of 
“dream home”  in 
Amman, Jordan 
2019; M. Cerniglia



Peter Ginz
52

Stained glass # 4 - Variation on Petr Ginz's Moon 
Landscape (1942)
Gouache of Roberto Perez-Franco



Defiant requiem
53

Grant them eternal rest, O Lord; and 
may perpetual light shine upon them. 
A hymn in Zion befits you, O God, 
and a debt will be paid to you in 
Jerusalem. 
Hear my prayer: 
all earthly flesh will come to you...

The day of wrath, that day will 
dissolve the world in ashes, 
as David and the Sibyl prophesied. 
How great will be the terror, when the 
Judge comes who will smash 
everything completely! The trumpet, 
scattering a marvelous sound 
through the tombs of every land...

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgimWmMqav4


54Plovdiv, Bulgaria 2015

Thank you!  
mcerniglia@sewickley.org

https://bulgaria715.wordpress.com/2015/07/27/street-art/
https://bulgaria715.wordpress.com/2015/07/27/street-art/


Credits
Special thanks to all the people who made and released these awesome resources for free:

✘ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
✘ Photographs by Unsplash
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http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/
http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/

