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Connections – Brainstorming (link)
● Key Question – What global connections did you make this weekend?

        (Click on the purple + button to add a location / 
connection.) 

https://danahall.padlet.org/karlneumann/opium-trade-connections-mg0p79bpqo2btc3u


Massachusetts Historical Society Online Collections

Connections Activity – What is this object? How might it reflect 
the global aspects of English America in the 1700s? Its interest 
in Chinese commodities?
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Edes Family Tea Party Punch Bowl, Qing Dynasty, ca. 1760-1773
Massachusetts Historical Society Online Collections

Boston as provincial colonial port – part of an empire

British East India Company tea (China)

Benjamin Edes and Colonial Protesters  – Europeans

Qing Dynasty (China) porcelain bowl

Punch (South Asian-inspired drink, Caribbean fruits 
and sugar, Boston-made rum, East Indies spices)



Connections Resource
– Trade Maps

The importance of the Indian 
Ocean trade networks cannot be 
ignored. 

These maps. Created by Peter 
Atwood, use ships’ log entries to 
show the major trade networks by 
country and company. 



Connections Resource – The Voyage of the Levant
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● Economic Development

● Territorial Expansion

● Migration / Immigration 



Connections – Brainstorming (link)
● Key Question – What other curricular connections do you see beyond what we just shared? 

https://danahall.padlet.org/karlneumann/connections-curriculum-zua6qetbx08h6s2h


Perspectives – Brainstorming (link)
● Key Questions – Whose stories from the history of the opium trade / the Opium 

Wars need to be told?  What voices need to be heard? 

https://danahall.padlet.org/karlneumann/perspectives-sgauuhn6n83iyp2e


Perspectives Resources – Massachusetts Historical Society
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Perspectives Resource – Commissioner Lin’s Responses to the Opium Trade



Perspectives Resources – Opium Traders

Cpt Charles Elliot William Jardine James Matheson Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy

Former Protector of 
Slaves in British Guiana

Became Superintendent 
of Trade in Canton 
(1835)

Former Ship’s Surgeon

Co-founded Jardine & 
Matheson Co.

Co-founded Jardine & 
Matheson Co.

Jardine & Matheson Co. 
became the largest 
trading hong in Asia

Cotton and Opium 
Merchant in Bombay

Provided J&D co. with 
the majority of their 
Opium



Conclusions / Additional Resources

Resources for Teaching / Learning About Early U.S. Connections 
with East Asia (Neumann)



Connections Resource – Qing Dynasty and U.S. Customs Documents 
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Map: University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

http://teachingresources.atlas.illinois.edu/chinatrade/index.html

