
 
Panels from the Past: Using the Graphic Novel, The Boy From 

Clearwater, to Teach about 20th Century Taiwan 
 An NCTA Resource Workshop for K-12 Educators  

 
Accessing the Graphic Novel 

The Boy From Clearwater: Book 1 
by Yu Pei-Yun, illustrated by Zhou Jian-Xin, translated by Lin King 

https://www.levinequerido.com/the-boy-from-clearwater-book-1 
 

The Boy From Clearwater: Book 2 
by Yu Pei-Yun, illustrated by Zhou Jian-Xin, translated by Lin King 

https://www.levinequerido.com/the-boy-from-clearwater-book-2 
 
 

Recorded NCTA Webinars about The Boy From Clearwater 
Translator Lin King Discusses The Boy From Clearwater 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/5893291504807898883 
 
 

Curriculum & Resource Website 
Centering Taiwan in Global Asia: A K-14 Curriculum Resource 

About Taiwan Website 
https://centeringtaiwan.pitt.edu/ 

 
Modern Taiwan Map  

https://centeringtaiwan.pitt.edu/taiwan/ 
  

Modern Taipei Map Page 
https://centeringtaiwan.pitt.edu/taipei/ 
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Recommended Graphic Novels 
 

Banned Book Club by Kim Hyun-Sook, illustrated by Hyung-Ju Ko (2020) 
Banned Book Club is a graphic novel that chronicles the author’s experiences as a 
college student in 1980s South Korea, who joins an underground book club to read 
banned literature and becomes involved in the country's pro-democracy movement. 
2020 Freeman Book Award of Note for High School / Young Adult Literature 
https://www.nctasia.org/award/banned-book-club/ 
 
The Best We Could Do by Thi Bui (2017) 
The Best We Could Do is a graphic memoir that depicts her family’s escape from 
Vietnam after the fall of Saigon, their difficult resettlement in America, and the complex 
dynamics of family relationships as she grapples with the legacy of war, displacement, 
and the challenges of immigrant life. 

 
The Year of the Rabbit by Tian Veasna (2020) 
The Year of the Rabbit is a graphic memoir that recounts his family’s harrowing 
experiences surviving the Khmer Rouge regime in Cambodia, capturing their desperate 
efforts to escape forced labor camps, the brutality of the regime, and the enduring 
trauma of war and displacement. 
2020 Freeman Book Award Winner for High School / Young Adult Literature 
https://www.nctasia.org/award/year-of-the-rabbit/ 
 
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi (2007) 
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi is a graphic memoir that portrays her childhood and early 
adulthood during and after the Islamic Revolution in Iran, illustrating the impact of 
political upheaval, war, and cultural repression on her personal identity and family life 
as she navigates a world torn between tradition and modernity. 
 

Other Suggested Books 
 

Taipei People by Pai Heien-yung (1971) 
Taipei People, is a collection of short stories that is about Mainlanders in Taiwan and in 
diaspora. https://cup.columbia.edu/book/taipei-people/9789882370067 
 
Two Trees Make a Forest: Travels Among Taiwan's Mountains & Coasts in 
Search of My Family's Past by Jessica Lee (2020) 
Two Trees Make a Forest is an exploration of Taiwan and Taiwanese diaspora through 
the eyes of the author trekking across their ancestral homeland, Taiwan.  
 
Hunter School by Ahronglong Sakinu (2020) 
Hunter School is a collection of short stories on Taiwan from an indigenous Taiwanese 
perspective, featuring recollections, folklore, and autobiographical stories. 
https://www.honfordstar.com/hunter-school 
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