
 
 
 

 
 

 

Poppies, Power, and Profit:  
The Opium Wars and Its Global Legacies – A Mini-Course 

for K-12 Educators 
 

Place Collection Developed for Smoke and Ashes  
by Catherine Fratto and Dr. Alexandra Straub 

https://whgazetteer.org/collections/217/browse_pl  
 

World Historical Gazetteer 
https://whgazetteer.org/  

 
Curriculum Session Resources developed  
by Karl Neumann & Dr. Matthew Roberts 

Opium Trade Connections (Padlet 1): 
https://danahall.padlet.org/karlneumann/opium-trade-connections-mg0p79bpqo2btc3u  

Perspectives on the Opium War (Padlet 2): 
https://danahall.padlet.org/karlneumann/perspectives-sgauuhn6n83iyp2e  

Curriculum Presentation Resources: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v_bjpnfg6fqU0tF_WH2NAMCweS-
xlLBt6EvIbeoKF4g/edit?tab=t.0  

 
Recommended Primary Sources 

The Chinese Repository – Canton Missionary Periodicals: 
https://guides.library.yale.edu/missionperiodicals/chinese_repository  

19th Century Ship’s Log Entries (Peter Atwood Cartography): 
https://peteratwoodprojects.wordpress.com/portfolio/19th-century-ships-log-entries/  

Indian Hemp Drugs Commission, volume 1: 
https://archive.org/details/b32222920_0001/mode/1up  
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Recommended Articles 
 

Amitav Gosh, “The Blue-Blood Families That Made Fortunes in the Opium Trade.” 
The Nation. https://www.thenation.com/article/society/american-old-money-opium-
trade-fortunes/  

 
 

Recommended Books 

The Social Life of Opium in China by Yangwen Zheng (University of Cambridge 
Press, 2005): https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/3876550.pdf  

History of the Opium Problem: The Assault on the East, ca. 1600-1950 by Hans 
Derks (Brill, 2012): https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1163/j.ctv4cbhdf  

Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450 – 1680 by Anthony Reid (1990): 
https://yalebooks.yale.edu/book/9780300047509/southeast-asia-in-the-age-of-
commerce-1450-1680/  

Cannabis Britannica: Empire, Trade, and Prohibition, 1800-1928 by James Mills 
(2003) 

Peking Dust by Ellen La Motte (1919): 
https://chinabooksreview.com/2024/01/23/ellen-la-motte-an-american-nurse-in-
peking/  

Vermeer’s Hat by Tmothy Brook (2007): 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vermeer%27s_Hat  

Joseph Banks: A Life by Patrick O’Brian (1987) 

The Multifarious Mr. Banks: From Botany Bay to Kew, The Natural Historian who 
Shaped the World by Toby Musgrave (2021): 
https://yalebooks.yale.edu/book/9780300259209/the-multifarious-mr-banks/  
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Recommended Online Curriculum Resources 

The Costal Opium Trade in 1830s Fujian – Peter Thilly (Bodies and Structures: 
Deep-mapping Modern East Asian History): https://bodiesandstructures.org/bodies-
and-structures-2/pdt-treacherous-waters-landing-page 

MIT Visualizing Cultures – Image-driven scholarship featuring primary sources and 
essays by leading scholars written for the K-12 classroom: 
https://visualizingcultures.mit.edu/home/index.html 

Rise and Fall of the Canton Trade System 1-4: 
https://visualizingcultures.mit.edu/rise_fall_canton_01/index.html  

First Opium War: https://visualizingcultures.mit.edu/opium_wars_01/index.html  

Opium War in Japanese Eyes: 
https://visualizingcultures.mit.edu/opium_wars_japan/index.html  

The Second Opium War: 
https://visualizingcultures.mit.edu/opium_wars_02/index.html  

Opium Smugglers: Boston’s Merchants and the China Trade, 1790-1850. Massachusetts 
Historical Society: https://www.masshist.org/learn/opium-and-us-trade-china 

The Indian Ocean in World History: https://www.indianoceanhistory.org/ 

Lesson Plan on Arab Traders, Colonization of East African Coast, and European 
Imperialism by Lisa Gibson 

   

Recommended Opium Wars/Opium Trade Game Resources 
from Stephen Wludarski 

An Infamous Traffic (2016) Created by Cole Wehrle: 
https://boardgamegeek.com/boardgame/206490/an-infamous-traffic  

About Designing an Opium Trade game: 
https://hollandspiele.com/blogs/hollandazed-thoughts-ideas-and-miscellany/an-
infamous-traffic-development-by-cole-wehrle  

James Clavell’s Tai-Pan (1981) - FASA: 
https://boardgamegeek.com/boardgame/2907/james-clavells-tai-pan  

Play the DOS Game for free: https://taipangame.com/play 
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