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RESOURCES for TEACHING THE STORY OF HONG GILDONG  
October 2022  
  
Recommended Books:  

● Minsoo Kang, Invincible and Righteous Outlaw:  The Korean Hero Hong Gildong in Literature, History, and 
Culture    

● Steven Knight, Robin Hood: A Mythic Biography 
● Eric Hobsbawm, Bandits  
● Shi Nai’an (Attributed), The Water Margin 

○ Library of Congress blog on The Water Margin 
 
Links to selected modern versions of Hong Gildong : 

● Comic strip by Shin Dong Wu 1965 (download from Project Muse)  
 

● North Korean film 1986  Hong Gil-dong !"#$! 
DPRK  Directors  Shin Sang-ok & Kim Kil-In   
 

● 2008  KBS TV show Sharp Blade Hong Gildong 
Fusion Historical Drama  
 

● Twitter Thread: Jimin draws Hong Gildong for Macdonalds, June 21, 2021  
Also reported in Star News 

 
Thematic connections to contemporary South Korea  
● #MeToo movement in Korea  
● The Economist, “South Korean Women are Fighting to be Heard” (statistics)  
● Lecture on Joseon Dynasty and Confucianism: Gender, Family, and Social Change in Contemporary South 

Korea 
● “Chronicle of a Third Wife” (1940) by Im Og-In, in Gendered Landscapes: Short Fiction by Modern and 

Contemporary Korean Woman Novelists (2017 Cornell East Asia Series) “Chronicle of a Third Wife” 
Alternative Link 

● A Brief History of Korean Animation 20-minute analysis of the history of Korean animation 
● What Is the K in K-pop? South Korean Popular Music, the Culture Industry, and National Identity 

 
Superheroes  
Social psychology research on heroes  

● Making Heroes: The Construction of Courage, Competence, and Virtue  
December 2012 Advances in Experimental Social Psychology 46:183-235 

● The Making of a Hero: Cultivating Empathy, Altruism, and Heroic Imagination 
Black Panther 

● Tochi Onyebuchi 2021 origin story  

https://uhpress.hawaii.edu/title/invincible-and-righteous-outlaw-the-korean-hero-hong-gildong-in-literature-history-and-culture/
https://uhpress.hawaii.edu/title/invincible-and-righteous-outlaw-the-korean-hero-hong-gildong-in-literature-history-and-culture/
https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9780801438851/robin-hood/#bookTabs=1
https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9780801438851/robin-hood/#bookTabs=1
https://www.amazon.com/Bandits-Eric-Hobsbawm/dp/1565846192/ref=asc_df_1565846192/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=241995309321&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5340856236533800845&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9007306&hvtargid=pla-493362808925&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Bandits-Eric-Hobsbawm/dp/1565846192/ref=asc_df_1565846192/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=241995309321&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5340856236533800845&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9007306&hvtargid=pla-493362808925&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Water-Margin-Outlaws-Classic-Classics/dp/0804840954
https://blogs.loc.gov/international-collections/2017/07/the-story-of-water-margin-%E6%B0%B4%E6%BB%B8%E5%82%B3/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KhjTPlQzYNMAZVG804EBeWNn5zUtjAth/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVnXAuaFY_s
https://letterboxd.com/director/shin-sang-ok-1/
https://letterboxd.com/director/kim-kil-in/
https://www.bilibili.tv/en/video/2040275947
https://twitter.com/pjm_data/status/1405760350960513024
https://n.news.naver.com/entertain/article/108/0002964564
https://asiasociety.org/korea/metoo-movement-south-korea
https://www.economist.com/special-report/2020/04/08/south-korean-women-are-fighting-to-be-heard
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMSNOmqiL_0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/104F7IfcR4F2o0Q_S5OkcJintSwHtc30j/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ucis.pitt.edu/ncta/sites/default/files/Great_Books_Hong_Gildong_Chronicle of a Third WIfe%2C Im Og-In.pdf
https://www.ucis.pitt.edu/ncta/sites/default/files/Great_Books_Hong_Gildong_Chronicle of a Third WIfe%2C Im Og-In.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQDFI30strY
https://www.tobiashubinette.se/hallyu_1.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268519594_Making_Heroes_The_Construction_of_Courage_Competence_and_Virtue
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022167817708064
https://www.cbr.com/marvel-legends-black-panther/


● Encyclopedia Britannica origin story  
● Marvel biography https://www.marvel.com/characters/black-panther-t-challa/in-comics 
● Article by Roxane Gay: should Black Panther be retired or recast with someone new?  

Ms Marvel  
● Ms Marvel – aka  NJ teenager Kamala Khan (article June 6, 2022)  

 
Resources for Korean Landscape Painting  

● Jeong  Seon  (1676–1759)  
● NYTIMES: Korean landscape art   
● Korean Landscape and Literature  
● Korean Landscape Painting  - Continuity and Innovation 

Metropolitan Museum of Art resources:  
● Video:  Diamond mountains (no sound)  
● Lecture: Landscapes: Real and Imagined 2018  
● Article: Mountain and Water: Korean Landscape Painting 

 
Do Ho Suh, Some/One: http://collections.artsmia.org/art/115836/some-one-do-ho-suh 
 
Critical commentary / Reviews / Interviews   

● Asian Review of Books  
● London Korean Links  
● Q&A with Minsoo Kang, Translator of The Story of Hong Gildong 
● Asian American Writers Workshop Q&A with Minsoo Kang  

 
Suggestions for teaching  
Teaching Literature in the New Culture War (article) https://lithub.com/teaching-literature-in-the-new-culture-wars-
some-alternative-approaches/ 
 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Black-Panther-comic-book-character
https://www.marvel.com/characters/black-panther-t-challa/in-comics
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/06/opinion/black-panther-chadwick-boseman-wakanda.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/06/arts/television/ms-marvel-iman-vellani.html
https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/jeong-seon/m06w7x2
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/08/arts/design/south-korea-north-korea-metropolitan-museum-diamond-mountains-olympics.html
https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Culture/view?articleId=119993
http://preview.kyobobook.co.kr/epubPreviewPopup.jsp?type=web&barcode=4801565912311&search=Y&orderClick=LAT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9lSsLCCQpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWEnDq6rOrk
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/mowa/hd_mowa.htm
http://collections.artsmia.org/art/115836/some-one-do-ho-suh
http://asianreviewofbooks.com/content/archived-article/?articleID=2627
https://londonkoreanlinks.net/2016/11/18/book-review-the-story-of-hong-gildong/
https://www.fictionadvocate.com/2016/03/28/qa-with-minsoo-kang-translator-of-the-story-of-hong-gildong/
https://www.fictionadvocate.com/2016/03/28/qa-with-minsoo-kang-translator-of-the-story-of-hong-gildong/
https://aaww.org/hong-gildong/
https://lithub.com/teaching-literature-in-the-new-culture-wars-some-alternative-approaches/

