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STYLE;
THEMES,;
INFLUENCES

IMPERIAL CHINA (Song
dynasty 960-1279)

Landscapes (shan shui or
“mountain river”) style
painting

Influenced by Taoist and
Confucian philosophy,
which emphasized
humanity’s smallness
within the great cosmos;
social and natural
phenomena caused by
larger patterns and
principles.

COMMUNIST CHINA
(1949-1978)

“Socialist in content,
Chinese in style”; folk art,
or nianhua (traditional
Spring festival art).

lts role was to be “the
artistic crystallization of
the political aspirations of
the Chinese Communist
Party.” (Mao) and to serve
the propagandistic needs
of the state.

AVANT-GARDE CHINA
(1978-1989)

Challenges to Maoist ideology,
philosophical and cultural
debates on humanism and
individual freedom due to influx
of western aesthetic under
Deng Xiaoping’'s economic and
political reforms.

Themes of hope, terror,
loneliness, exploration of the
human figure and face;
classical imagery overlaid with
rationalist, geometric pat

POLITICAL CAPITALISM
CHINA (1989-present)

Acceptance of China’s political
capitalist model of economi
freedoms held politically a
culturally in check by a
authoritarian state aft
1989 Tiananmen
protests.

Art is no




the great
and natural

mena caused by larger
ns and principles.



http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/song-scroll/song.html

Will Be Followers of the Revolution




Challenges to Maoist ideology,
philosophical and cultural debates
on humanism and individual
freedom due to influx of western
aesthetic under Deng Xiaoping’s
economic and political reforms.

Themes of hope, terror, loneliness,
exploration of the human figure and
face; classical imagery overlaid with
rationalist, geometric patterns.

Culminated in Avant-Garde
exhibition at China’s National Art
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Book from the Sky by Xu Bing



such as 3L
with re-interpretatic r
themes such as Chinese
landscapes.

Ancient landscape of xia wu singing plum blossom
by Xia Xiaowan
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