
 

 

Global Migrations DBQ 

Prompt:  

How have global migrations in recent decades represented political, economic, and 
climatic upheaval and change? 

 

DOCUMENT 1 

Source: https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/migration 

“Today, more people than ever live in a country other than the one in which they were born. 
According to the Population Division of the United Nations Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (UNDESA), as of 1 July 2020 the global number of international migrants was 
estimated to be 281 million. International migrants comprise some 3.5 per cent of the 
global population, compared to 2.8 per cent in 2000 and 2.3 per cent in 1980.” 

1. How does the above information impact the topic of global migration? 

 

DOCUMENT 2 

Source: https://www.wola.org/2022/11/migration-country-by-country-at-the-u-s-mexico-
border/ 

https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/migration
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/
https://www.wola.org/2022/11/migration-country-by-country-at-the-u-s-mexico-border/
https://www.wola.org/2022/11/migration-country-by-country-at-the-u-s-mexico-border/


 

1. Select two countries that have seen dramatic increases in efforts to enter the U.S. 
through the U.S.-Mexico border and two countries that have seen dramatic 
decreases. Conduct a bit of research for both phenomena to ascertain the causes 
and discuss them here. 
 

DOCUMENT 3 

Source: https://wapo.st/3ythizJ 

https://wapo.st/3ythizJ


  

 
1. Identify the names of the countries not listed on the map and write them below in 

order from Mexico down to Colombia. 

 

2. Based on the illustration, why might the U.S.-Mexico border be such a heavily 
traveled area for entry into the United States? 

 

 

DOCUMENT 4 

Source: https://www.cfr.org/article/crossing-darien-gap-migrants-risk-death-journey-us 

https://www.cfr.org/article/crossing-darien-gap-migrants-risk-death-journey-us


 

 

DOCUMENT 5 

Source: https://www.cfr.org/article/crossing-darien-gap-migrants-risk-death-journey-us 

“Once in Acandí [a town near the Colombia border], migrants will head for the Darién Gap 
jungle, a dangerous hike that can take ten or more days. Many pay to be led by local 
guides, or “coyotes.” Along the route are smugglers and criminal groups, including 
members of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia and the Gulf Clan, a paramilitary 
group and Colombia’s largest drug cartel. These groups often extort and sexually assault 
migrants. ‘Deep in the jungle, robbery, rape, and human trafficking are as dangerous as 
wild animals, insects and the absolute lack of safe drinking water,’ Jean Gough, then 
regional director for Latin America and the Caribbean at the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
said in an October 2021 news release.” 

1. Looking at Document 4, why is it necessary for many migrants to pass through the 
Darien Gap? 

2. According to Document 5, why is passage through the Darien Gap so dangerous?  
 

https://www.cfr.org/article/crossing-darien-gap-migrants-risk-death-journey-us
https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/press-releases/2021-records-highest-ever-number-migrant-children-crossing-darien-towards-us


 
DOCUMENT 6 

Source: https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/02/15/in-their-own-words-
americans-concerns-feelings-about-u-s-mexico-border-situation/ 

 

1. What are most Americans concerned about regarding the situation at the U.S.-
Mexico border? 
 

DOCUMENT 7 

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/02/15/in-their-own-words-americans-concerns-feelings-about-u-s-mexico-border-situation/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/02/15/in-their-own-words-americans-concerns-feelings-about-u-s-mexico-border-situation/


Source: https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/02/15/in-their-own-words-
americans-concerns-feelings-about-u-s-mexico-border-situation/ 

 

1. Pick one of these thoughts and consider an argument from both sides. What would 
you argue in support of and against this thought? 
 

DOCUMENT 8 

Source: https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2024/09/04/number-of-refugees-and-
asylum-seekers-in-europe-keeps-rising-data-shows 

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/02/15/in-their-own-words-americans-concerns-feelings-about-u-s-mexico-border-situation/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/02/15/in-their-own-words-americans-concerns-feelings-about-u-s-mexico-border-situation/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2024/09/04/number-of-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-in-europe-keeps-rising-data-shows
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2024/09/04/number-of-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-in-europe-keeps-rising-data-shows


 

1. Which countries in Europe have received the most refugees from Ukraine, Syria, 
and Afghanistan in 2023, respectively? 

2. Conduct a bit of research about events in each of these countries to understand 
why they are coming to Europe.  What are the reasons? What do these countries 
have in common? How do their reasons differ? 
 

DOCUMENT 9 

Source: The Economist 

https://www.economist.com/europe/2023/10/12/the-eus-endless-search-for-a-migration-fix?utm_medium=cpc.adword.pd&utm_source=google&ppccampaignID=17210591673&ppcadID=&utm_campaign=a.22brand_pmax&utm_content=conversion.direct-response.anonymous&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwu-63BhC9ARIsAMMTLXQUu1geACOAe-6YOikOqtITv6hHWm4kQCUrG6WHS32FcTDSYzlAJ3oaAiHoEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds


 

1. From which countries and continents do most migrants to the EU originate? What 
do their migration routes have in common and how do they differ? 
 

DOCUMENT 10 

Source: https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2019/03/19/europeans-credit-eu-with-
promoting-peace-and-prosperity-but-say-brussels-is-out-of-touch-with-its-citizens/ 

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2019/03/19/europeans-credit-eu-with-promoting-peace-and-prosperity-but-say-brussels-is-out-of-touch-with-its-citizens/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2019/03/19/europeans-credit-eu-with-promoting-peace-and-prosperity-but-say-brussels-is-out-of-touch-with-its-citizens/


 



1. What are the differing perspectives in the European Union regarding accepting more 

refugees into their countries versus accepting more immigrants in their countries? 

Why might this be the case? 

 

DOCUMENT 11 

Source: 

https://www.oliverschopf.com/html/e_edcart/single_a/eu_elections_fpoe_win_2024.html 

 

 

 

1. How does the cartoonist depict the presence of Austria’s FPO (Freedom) party in 

the EU? 

 

DOCUMENT 12 

Source: https://www.statista.com/chart/26117/average-number-of-internal-climate-
migrants-by-2050-per-region/ 

https://www.oliverschopf.com/html/e_edcart/single_a/eu_elections_fpoe_win_2024.html
https://www.statista.com/chart/26117/average-number-of-internal-climate-migrants-by-2050-per-region/
https://www.statista.com/chart/26117/average-number-of-internal-climate-migrants-by-2050-per-region/


 

 
 

DOCUMENT 13 

Source: https://www.rescue.org/press-release/unprecedented-crisis-west-africa-nearly-
9-million-displaced-conflict-and-climate 

“Conflict remains a primary driver of displacement, but over the last few decades, climate 
change has significantly impacted migration decisions across West Africa. The overlap of 
conflict and climate disasters underscores the urgent need for comprehensive and 
coordinated responses to break the cycle of climate change and armed conflict, and to 
increase humanitarian access and funding that supports resilience and adaptation to 
climate change.”--Modou Diaw, Regional Vice President for the IRC in West Africa 

 

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/unprecedented-crisis-west-africa-nearly-9-million-displaced-conflict-and-climate
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/unprecedented-crisis-west-africa-nearly-9-million-displaced-conflict-and-climate


1. According to the illustrated map (Document 12), where are the vast majority of 
internal climate migrants going to come from by 2050?  According to the text 
(Document 13), why might this be the case? 

DOCUMENT 14 

Source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/zoienvironment/22777591685 

 

 

1. What kinds of climate change threats does the continent of Africa face? 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/zoienvironment/22777591685


2. Choose two of these threats and the regions of Africa they impact.  Conduct some 
research to determine why the phenomenon is happening and the severity of its 
impact to that region. 
 

DOCUMENT 15 

Source: https://asiapacificcurriculum.ca/learning-module/asia-profile-bangladesh 

 

DOCUMENT 16 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_in_Bangladesh#/media/File:Urban-
Rural_Population_and_Land_Area_Estimates,_v2,_2010_Bangladesh_(13873798283).jpg 

 

https://asiapacificcurriculum.ca/learning-module/asia-profile-bangladesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_in_Bangladesh#/media/File:Urban-Rural_Population_and_Land_Area_Estimates,_v2,_2010_Bangladesh_(13873798283).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_in_Bangladesh#/media/File:Urban-Rural_Population_and_Land_Area_Estimates,_v2,_2010_Bangladesh_(13873798283).jpg


 

 

DOCUMENT 17 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/floods-bangladesh-dhaka-jewel-
420620595a7e5229ef539f6e27ea085f 

“‘We have grown up seeing the river, we live on the river by catching fish. But now it has 
taken everything from us...My heart aches when I think of my village, my ancestors, my old 
days. I had no choice but to leave my birthplace.’”-- Mohammad Jewel 

1. Using documents 15-17, answer the following: 
. Where is Bangladesh located? How has its location and its population 

density in a low elevation coastal zone impacted it and its inhabitants’ well-
being? 

. How can Bangladesh serve as a case study for the issues around climate 
change? 
 

https://apnews.com/article/floods-bangladesh-dhaka-jewel-420620595a7e5229ef539f6e27ea085f
https://apnews.com/article/floods-bangladesh-dhaka-jewel-420620595a7e5229ef539f6e27ea085f

