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CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS

UNDERSTANDING BY DESIGN (UbD)
The following lessons were developed for an independent school Grade 9 (non-AP) Human Geography class.
The following are the big ideas, enduring understandings, and essential questions which guided this unit:

BIG IDEAS
1. Human communities are shaped by complex and abstract factors.
2. Human societies organize themselves according to widely varied cultural practices, which are internally
consistent and often difficult for outsiders to understand.
3. All human societies have some form of political organization giving structure to collective values and
shaping common experiences.
4. Rapidly changing environmental factors influence the way humans shape societies and the physical world.

IDENTITY
People have multiple, often competing identities as a result of the geographic realities of their lives; understanding
the identity of one’s self and others involves discerning factors of human existence from the local to global level.

*  What factors influence the way in which we identify ourselves?

*  What factors complicate identity?

* How do people within a culture identify themselves differently than how they are identified by

those outside the culture?
* How does migration impact identity?
* How do people maintain unique identities while also developing shared identities?

COLLABORATION & CONFLICT
Human societies only progress when they engage in some combination of collaboration and conflict.
* How do religion, culture, and politics interact with each other?
* Isit possible for a society to progress with only collaboration or conflict?
* Isit possible for a society to progress if it maintains the status quo?
* What alternatives and consequences exist when both collaboration and conflict are avoided?
* How is progress defined by different cultures?
* What methods of collaboration are effective and ineffective?
* What methods of conflict are effective and ineffective?

STANDARDS APPROACH

Little Princes addresses a number of state and national standards, depending which discipline you use as your
primary approach. The book could be studied from a literary, cultural, historic, political, geographic, or
environmental perspective. Below are the 9-10 and 11-12 Common Core English Language Literacy Standards for
History-Social Studies.

COMMON CORE STANDARDS

GRADES 9-10

Key Ideas and Details

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources,
attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide
an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.3 Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier
events caused later ones or simply preceded them.



Craft and Structure
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.5 Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation
or analysis.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.7 Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with
qualitative analysis in print or digital text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s
claims.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.9 Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary
sources.

GRADES 11-12

Key Ideas and Details

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources,
connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.

Craft and Structure

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison
defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats
and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.8 Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or challenging
them with other information.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a
coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.




LITTLE PRINCES CHARACTER/ORGANIZATION LIST

Conor Grennan- the author of the book who worked in Little Princes

Rinjin- a mountain guide mentioned in the prologue who, later in the book is a valuable guide to Conor in his
expedition through the mountains to find the families of the children

Deepak- CERV orientation leader in Kathmandu, before Conor begins his work at Little Princes
Hari- an assistant leader at the CERV orientation who models how to use a squat toilet

Bistachhap Host Family
Susmita- 6 or 7 year old daughter who teaches Conor Nepalese but, as he is leaving,
he learns she is hearing impaired and he did not learn the the language correctly
Govardhan- the oldest of the two boys in the family

Little Princes Orphanage
Volunteers
Sandra- French woman who founded Little Princes Children’s Home
Jenny- American
Chris- German
Farid- French

18 Children
Priya- sister to Raju; two years older than him
Raju- small boy; brother to Priya; two years younger than him
Nuraj
Hriteek- a younger boy about five who is always climbing
Anish- one of the older boys, with lighter skin, who speaks English well
Nishal
Krish
Santoosh- tall boy
Rohan
Yangani- one of the two girls
Dawa
Bikash- brother of Ishan, from Ripa
Ishan — brother of Bikash, from Ripa

Bagwati- the cooking didi
Nanu- washing didi

King Gyanendra- last King of Nepal
Gyan Bahadur- works at the Child Welfare Board
Jacky Buk and Viva Bell- run Umbrella Foundation, an NGO for orphans in Kathmandu

Jagrit- older boy at Umbrella House who was from Humla; orphan who had death certificate from both deceased
parents

Liz- American email friend, who is a great support to Conor

Anna Howe- volunteer for ISIS, a nonprofit that works with children from Humla



D.B.- a Humla man who accompanies Conor to Humla to search for families; knows Anna Howe
Min Bahadur- one of Conor’s four man trekking team, who has a large contagious grin

Seven Trafficked Children

Madan (brother of Navin) Samir

Navin (brother of Madan) Kumar
Bishnu Amita

Dirgha

Dhaulagiri House
Adil Leena Kamala

Tilak- boy who followed Conor out of the Child Welfare Office; they found room for him at The Umbrella
Foundation

Dhananjaya- man responsible for the World Food Programme food distribution in Humla region

NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGOs)

CERV- NGO helping orphans that Conor Grenan is working with when he gets there (today it is
called VSN, Volunteer Service in Nepal); Hari works for them and helps at Little Princes

Umbrella Foundation- run by Jacky and his wife Viva; helps Next Generation Nepal and helps
them get started in Dhaulagiri House next door

NGN and Dhaulagiri House — Conor’s organization and his children’s home that he opens for the
seven children he recovers

UNICEF- United Nations Children’s Fund

WORLD FOOD PROGRAMMIE- food assistance branch of the United Nations active in the region; it is the
world's largest humanitarian organization addressing hunger and promoting food security

GOVERNMENT
Royal Nepalese Government- monarchy
Royal Nepalese soldiers- guard the Kathmandu Ring Road
Hospital system- not enough beds or nurses; families have to stay in the rooms overnight and take care,
bring food
Child Welfare Board- official who works with Conor is Gyan Bahadur

OBSTACLES
Gulkka- child trafficker responsible for taking orphans from Humla
Physical geography- cold and very mountainous, except in the valley around Kathmandu

“MOVING TARGET”
Maoist Rebels- fighting to take over Nepal’s government and controlled much of the
mountainous area; claims to be “for the people” to allow the country to progress beyond 250
year old monarchy; but preventing movement of people/ encouraging military service and
trafficking of children



IDEAS FOR DISCUSSIONS

Throughout this guide, many discussion questions are put forth. Rather than discuss these in the same manner
each day, the suggestions below offer a variety of discussion modes to maintain student engagement and
maximize participation from all students.

Whole Class

One question per
group

Old School Facebook

EQQ: Essential
Question Quote

Chalk talk

Four Corners Debate

Small Silent
Collaboration

Roundtable, class discussion of questions

Each group answers a question and shares with the class

Each group writes a question at the top of a piece of paper

Round 1: Groups rotate and comment on the question

Round 2: Groups rotate and comment on the question or previous comment; or like the
previous comment or question

Round 3-?: repeat until each group gets back to their question

Last round: Group reviews the responses they got with the class

Each homegroup responds to a different question

Homegroups break up and reform breakout groups with at least one person from each
homegroup (the “expert” on their question)

Each “expert” shares the answer for the question they reviewed and everyone takes
notes and comments

Assign each student an essential question for which they find a quote in the reading that
supports it/connects to it;

Have students with the same EQ get together to discuss their quotes and decide on the
best one to represent their question.

Students write their quote on the board and share with the class.

Each group designs a different frame of a cartoon: could be different perspectives,
chronological order of events, or cause and effect

Put a big concept or question in the middle of the board and students are all given a
piece of chalk. They are told tor espond to the concept or question with the chalk
only—no talking

Mark corners as “Strongly Agree” ‘Agree” “Strongly Disagree” and “Disagree;” Give
students statements and they move to the corner which best represents their opinion
(you can have a neutral corner fi you want).

Students take turns justifying their position and try to convince others to move to their
side

*Divide students into small groups — no more than 4 per group works best.

*Have one student create a gdoc or typewithme (online) and share with the group
members AND the teacher.

*Students silently type important topics from their reading, questions they had,
surprises from the passage, etc.

*Teacher monitors all group writing noting important discussion topics found in each.



*After a designated time, students discuss as a large group. The teacher has all the
student- driven discussion topics in hand.

TIPS — Typewithme allows students to join under any name, be careful in large groups.
This strategy allows every student to have a “voice” which is unique for the teacher to

see.

These strategies are a few of the more “unique” ones | use in my classroom. They are
also the most effective in engaging students and encouraging participation!

From: http://sfarnsworth.wordpress.com/2012/08/29/classroom-discussion-strategies/

Fishbowl! Tap Out 4 chairs placed in the middle of the room, while all students form an outside circle
around the center group, thus forming a “fishbowl” effect.

*The 4 students sitting in the middle are the only ones allowed to speak. They are having
a discussion with each other about topics at hand or what they read.

*If an outside circle student wishes to speak they must “tap-out” (on the shoulder) one
of the 4 people. That person must stand and move to the outside circle. There is no
refusing to leave once tapped-out.

*Students on the outside can be listening, backchanneling on a TodaysMeet, or taking
notes on paper.

TIPS — Students should try to be in the “hot seat” at least once during the discussion,
allow students 2 min. minimum before being tapped out, teacher may have to ask a

question if discussion is stalling (otherwise they are a silent observer as well)

http://sfarnsworth.wordpress.com/2012/08/29/classroom-discussion-strategies/

Timeline or Family Have students work in small groups to create a timeline of events up to a certain point in
Tree the book or a “family tree” of characters in the book and how they connect to each other

SAVE THE LAST In small groups, students share passages or quotes that are interesting, powerful,
WORD FOR ME confusing, or contradictory. Each person in the group responds to the first, until it goes
back around to the sharer. That person has the last word and the group then moves on
to another person. Then the next person begins with a new passage.

Think-Pair-Share Students write a personal reflection or response independently, then share with a peer
or small group. Finally, students share with the whole class.




Little Princes PROLOGUE-29 STUDENT HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB GEOGRAPHY/PLACES
porter Kathmandu

dialect Kathmandu Ring Road
orphan Thamel District
Hinduism Bistachhap

Buddhism Himalayas

CERV Kathmandu Valley
Namaste Mt. Everest

daal bhat Everest (Sagarmatha) National Park
altitude sickness

Sherpa

Sanskrit

juto

didi/dai

carrom

HISTORY/POLITICS

Nepalese Civil War

Maoist rebels

bunkers

Royal government

Royal Nepalese Army

Current government (from BBC)



Little Princes PROLOGUE-29 TEACHER HANDOUT

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB
porter (1) someone hired to travel on a climbing trek to help carry things needed for the trip

dialect (1) a variation of a spoken language

orphan (7) typically a child who is parentless, but also can be a child whose parent or parents are unable to care for him or
her

Hinduism (7) oldest religion in the world originating in the Indian subcontinent.
Buddhism (7) religion founded by Sidhartha Guatama, a Hindu prince, who claimed that life is suffering because of
attachment to things. He left behind his attachments and, a according to Buddhism, was the first person to achieve

enlightenment and “Buddha” status. Sidhartha is believed to have been born in Nepal in the 6th century BCE.

CERV (8) a non-government organization (NGO) in Nepal, started in 2003 by Emma Rahman, which operates today under the
name Volunteer Service in Nepal (VSN)

Namaste (10) a word derived from Sanskrit and used across the Indian subcontinent which means, “the God in me salutes the
God in you.”

daal bhat (11) a spicy meal of rice and beans that is eaten at least twice a day in Nepal.

altitude sickness (14) iliness that includes headache, dizziness, vomiting, lack of appetite, and disturbance in sleep due to lack
of oxygen as one moves to higher altitudes without time for the body to adjust.

Sherpa (14) ethnic group of people in Eastern Nepal who, through their culture and history, know how to live and travel the
mountain region well, so are often hired by western travelers as guides

Sanskrit (14) ancient language of Indian subcontinent; oldest written language in the world
juto (20) unclean
didi/dai (23) Nepali term of endearment for an adult female/male which translates to sister/brother

carrom (27) a board game in which the children flick a blue disc across the board at black and white discs, attempting to
knock them into holes

GEOGRAPHY/PLACES
Kathmandu (5) capital city in Nepal

Kathmandu Ring Road (7) “ pockmarked slab of highway” that goes around the city

Thamel District (7) the area around the city in which expats and embassies are found; mostly full of either dreadlocked
hippies or pre/post mountain climbers

Bistachhap (9) the village outside of Kathmandu in which CERV volunteers spend a week with a host family to acclimate to
Nepal.

Himalayas (9) mountain range in which Nepal and Bhutan reside; divides China and India



Kathmandu Valley (9) a lows-lying fertile area at the base of the lowest hills of the Himalayas, in which rice paddies and
terraced mustard fields cover the floor

Mt. Everest (14) tallest mountain in the world, in the Himalayas
Everest (Sagarmatha) National Park (15) national park in which the Royal Nepalese government maintained control for a

long time, even when other parts of the country had come under the control of Marxist rebels.

HISTORY

Nepalese Civil War (nib) 1996-2006 started by the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN, Maoists) in February of 1996 whose goal
was to end the monarchy and install a “People’s Republic.” The war ended in November 2006 with the Comprehensive Peace
Treaty. According to National Geographic 2005 article by Ed Douglas, “Inside Nepal’s Revolution,” 15,000 people were killed
(4,500 by the Maoists and 8,200 by the government) and between 100,00-150,000 were displaced.

Maoist rebels (5) call the civil war the “People’s War”

bunkers (5) a reinforced underground shelter used in wartime; in this case between the Maoist rebels and the Royal
Government

Royal government (15) abolished in 2008 after 239 in power; Gyanendra Shah was the last monarch
Royal Nepalese Army (nib) known as the RNA
Current government (from BBC) Baburam Bhattarai, a former Maoist rebel leader, was forced to resign in favor of Interim

Prime Minister Khil Raj Regmi who is supposed to end political deadlock and lead writing of the first constitution. President
Ram Baran Yadav’s powers are largely ceremonial.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Read “A Note on the Crisis in Nepal” which is the page before the map and review the essential questions for the unit.
Have students brainstorm, based on last night’s reading and “A Note...” who will the key players in the conflict be?

2. Conor Grennan is funny. Why does he do that?
* He'srelatable
* He's trustworthy
* showing how a place that has become a second home was once a stranger to him
* introducing the reader to the culture in the same way he was introduced

4. What did you learn about the culture of Nepal from the first 29 pages? (religions are Hinduism and Buddhism—Hinduism
is primary; food, games, language, living in and out of city, call “brother/sister” etc.)

5. (7) How is the Thamel district of Kathmandu different from the rest of the city?
6. (11) Describe his experience eating with the family and learning the language.
7.(20) What was the children’s view of recycling? “categorizing garbage”

8. (21) Why did Hriteek cry about paper being thrown away?



Little Princes 30-55

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB GEOGRAPHY/PLACES
Stupa Godawari

Pagoda Humla

Dalits

Tikka

STUDENT HANDOUT

HISTORY/POLITICS
Bandha
Opportunity cost (not in book)



Little Princes 30-55 TEACHER HANDOUT

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB
(44) Stupa- Buddhist place of worship; ancient Sanskrit meaning square or round tomb or “soul shrine.” Originally held
holy relics such as ashes of dead monks and holy books

Images of Pagodas and Stupas

(44) Pagoda- Buddhist place of worship, which today may be secular; often the same as a stupa but in English we use
“pagoda” when referring to a tall architectural structure with multiple eaves

(45) Dalits- societal group traditionally below thefour tier caste system; casteless.

(55) Tikka- a mixture of vermillion powder (red), yogurt and rice that is put on the forehead, between the eyes, as a
blessing in Nepali culture Link

GEOGRAPHY/PLACES
(36) Godawari- village where Little Princes orphanage is; border of the Kathmandu Valley and 30 min from Ring Road

(39) Humla- a district in the far northwestern corner of Nepal, on the border of Tibet, where many of the children came from;
completely mountainous, no roads, no electricity or phone, single airport; only accessible by foot or helicopter

HISTORY/POLITICS
(30) Bandha- a strike called by the Maoists that forced the whole country to come to a halt; could go on for days

Opportunity cost- the benefits you could have received by taking a different action; in this case the opportunity cost involved
for those who did or did not defy the bandha

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. (30) What things made Conor’s first morning one of the most peaceful he’s ever experienced?

2. Discuss bandhas; what they are, the opportunity cost, decisions people made, and consequences on bandhs
(food, school) Watch videos: Historic bus ride during bandha and NepalNews on bandh

3. (37) Describe the experience Conor has in the hospital.

4. (38) “I felt like a Vanderbilt, presenting gifts to the less fortunate.” What did you think of this?
5. (38) Have kids draw design for the car that the kids made.

6. (40) Why did Sandra refuse to pay Golkka for the children if it would keep them safe?

7. (41) Why couldn’t the government prosecute Golkka?

8. (43) How might Conor have offended the children by telling him he eats cow?

9. (45) Explain the “complexion” line that Nepalis add to their resume. (identity)

10. (45/46) Agree/Disagree: Conor talks about the caste system and the reality of it vs. the injustice of it. What do you
think?



Little Princes 59-94 STUDENT HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB GEOGRAPHY/PLACES HISTORY/POLITICS
Checkpoint Bangkok, Thailand 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami
Rooftops (of Nepalese homes) Laos Assassination of King Birendra
Subsistence farmers Myanmar (Burma) Nepal's 2006 Elections
Rally Phnom Penh, Cambodia Maoist prodemocracy rally
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Mekong

Nepal winters
Nepal rainy season



Little Princes 59-94 TEACHER HANDOUT

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB
Rooftops (of Nepalese homes)- where people spent the majority of their time; warmer in the sun, clothes laid flat
to dry, wheat stacked there

Subsistence farmers- farmers who make just enough to survive; what they need, not more for profit

GEOGRAPHY/PLACES

Bangkok, Thailand (59)

Laos (60)

Myanmar (Burma) (60)

Phnom Penh, Cambodia (61)

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (61) — capital Hanoi

Mekong (61)- river running through SE Asia which starts in the Tibetan Plateau and runs into Myanmar (Burma),
Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam

Nepal winters (73) - December to Feb

Nepal rainy season (73)- early June- late September

HISTORY/POLITICS

2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami (59)- Dec. 26th caused by an under the sea earthquake that hit Thailand and
Southeast Asia

Assassination of King Birendra (69)

Nepal's 2006 Elections (82)

Maoist prodemocracy rally (82)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Images of Drinking Jelly

1. Have students fill out Map of S and SE Asia Link to online map
Compare both maps and look at how the top part (Kashmir) is different on each map. Is one map
“wrong?” Analyze the Beauty of Duplicity: Two Maps of Kashmir
*note—Nepal remained independent under British India
*Also, this google ad is a great way to reinforce the history of India/Pakistan

2. What is the purpose of Conor describing his escapades in SE Asia?
An opportunity to address the alcohol discussed; guide students towards excess and hedonistic behavior vs.
minimalism and purpose

3. “It felt like a dam burst above a Kawasaki factory and we were caught in the floodwaters” (62). Discuss SE
cities/pollution and crowding; introduction to urbanization.

4. How does Conor’s feelings about street children change as he travels? (62-63)

5. MAGHE SANGRANTI (January)
“As the Sun enters the southern hemispheres, people in Nepal celebrate Maghe Sankranti on 14th
January. On this very day people take early morning bath if possible in a holy river of Bagmati, put on the
best of clean clothes and visit Lord Vishnu’s temples to pay their homage to the god with puja items like
flowers, license, fruits etc. At home they read Bhagwad Gita, a sacred Hindu book. Messaging entire body



with mustard oil is regarded as very auspicious on this particular day. Nepali family enjoys a hearty
delicious meal comprising rice cooked with lentils, yams and sweets like laddu made from seasame and
sugarcane paste etc. On this day people in huge numbers gather around Devghat in Chitwan to take a dip
into the meeting point of river Kali, Gandaki and Trisuli. Such action is believed to free devotees from sins,
cleanse their soul and make them closer to god. This day onwards days get longer and warmer.”

Online article about more detail and pictures and another

6. How had the war gotten worse in Conor’s absence from Nepal?

7. Why do they decide that the children are safe at LP, even though they know that the Maoists have found out
about them and are angry and want the children?

8. Describe daily life for people who lived at LP. — could have kids make a poster or a comic strip—several
squares of a comic strip: morning, noon, afternoon, night

9. Discuss what he means by “Tibetan” features—show pictures of little girl Amita in center of book. Features
are more Chinese than Indian.

10. Explain the tactics:
* Maoists used to gain control of villages
* Maoists used to stop people from voting in “election”
* Royal government used to force people to vote in “elections”

11. Explain what happened between Golkka and Nuraj’s mother—before and after Kathmandu.

12. Who are the 7 children and why can’t Conor and Farid take them into the LP? (89)
Violation of home codes/ per sq meter of space

Political notes/links of interest:
After 9/11 US intervened militarily in Nepal and labeled the underground Maoist revolutionaries “terrorists” (from
monthlyreview.org)

Wikileaks : US ambassador actively saught to destabilize peace process to stop Maoist rise to power (from
greenleft.org)



Little Princes 97-128 STUDENT HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB GEOGRAPHY/PLACES
Public policy Kathmandu

Nepali Thangkot

Karya

Curfew

Dasain

Puja

HISTORY/POLITICS

April 2006 protests

April 24, 2006 Parliament reinstated
Refugees during civil war



Little Princes 97-128 TEACHER HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB

Public policy (99) an employment field which seeks to influence governmental laws, regulatory measures, courses
of action, and funding priorities

Nepali (108) also known as Nepalese, the official language and lingua franca of Nepal

Karya (109) Nepali for work, the name of Farid’s French organization

Curfew (114) put in place by the military to keep order

GEOGRAPHY/PLACES
Kathmandu (102) city of 1million people

Thangkot (125) village in western Kathmandu Valley where Conor finds Amida

Dasain (125) most important Hindu festival of the year; goats are slaughtered and family spray the blood on
vehicles

Puja (125) blessing or prayer

HISTORY/POLITICS

April 2006 protests (100)

April 24, 2006 Parliament reinstated (100)

Refugees during civil war (102)- flooded into Kathmandu

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Note: Golkka is now head of a strong political party in Humla.
* See editorial by Conor Grennan.
*  Protests that lead to King Gyanendra’s reinstatement of Parliament (note the side/side head shake
that’s an emphatic “yes” at 1:27)
* King Gyanendra resigns and lives as commoner (2008- two years later)

1. (97) How is it that his mother knows more about what was going on in Nepal than he did? She was more fearful
than he was living there. Who was right? How do we see places as different than the people who live there? (war
zones/ inner cities)

2. Timeline
Nov 2004-> goes to Nepal for the 1% time
Jan 2005 - leaves Nepal to continue on world tour



Oct 2005 = back home in NY/NJ
Jan 2006 = back to Nepal the 2™ time
Apr 2006 - leaves Nepal for what he thinks is the final time and begins to look for job and settle down;
finds out that 7 children are missing
=>» Protests in Kathmandu lead to the King’s reinstatement of Parliament
Summer 2006 = planning non-profit Next Generation Nepal and trip back
Oct 2006~ back to Nepal for 3" time
November 22, 2006—> Cease fire signed between Maoists and the Royal government
Dec 2006 = in mountains to search for children’s families in Humla
Sep 2007-> Conor leaves Nepal
2009-> Farid travels to Humla with nine children to visit families

3.(99) How does the US seem different to Conor after living in Nepal?

4. (99-100) How did King Gyanendra try to stop protests against his seizure of power; and how did he ultimately
save his own life?

5. (101) Why does Golkka care about the existence of the 7 children in Kathmandu?
6. (102) Why did refugees flood into Kathmandu during the civil war?

7. (103) Conor points out the difference between a missing Nepali child and a missing American child. Do you think
that this is true? Why or why not?

8. (103) Conor is angry at Nepal, its people and its system. First, why is he so mad (because he feels like they are
passive and letting Westerners do all the work searching for the children)? Second, Farid calls him out and tells
him he’s being irrational—why (because they are so poor that their choices are limited)? Third, do you think he’s
being irrational?

9. (105) Explain the “window of opportunity” that Conor has to travel to Humla.

10. (108) Newspapers and journalism can be very good at being a voice for those who cannot speak for
themselves. But on pg. 108, we learn that they did great harm to Anna Howe and, possibly, to the children. Where
is the line?

11. (113) The kids are so keen on Conor being married because, culturally, he is expected to be by his age. Also,
he plays on that culture to get them off his back by saying that his parents aren’t around to approve because 90%
of Nepalese marriages are arranged.

12. Discuss how Gyan’s respect for the Umbrella Foundation leads to more support for Conor.
13.(119)” I know this is difficult. This is not like your country. We do not have solutions as you do.” How did you

feel about this statement and the way in which organizations and governments work together and come into
conflict.



Little Princes 128-160 STUDENT HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB GEOGRAPHY/PLACES HISTORY/POLITICS
Fundamentalism Dhaulagiri Tibetan Diaspora in Nepal
Tapeworm ) Swayambhunath Stupa (Monkey Peace Treaty Signed
Rupees Temple)

Bai Simikot

Prayer wheels Panic date

Nirvana / Moksha (not in book)



Little Princes 128-160 TEACHER HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB

Fundamentalism (129) a movement in 20th century Protestantism emphasizing the literally interpreted Bible as
fundamental to Christian life and teaching; a movement or attitude stressing strict and literal adherence to a set of
basic principles (Merriam Webster)

Tapeworm (131) a parasitic flatworm that forms larval cysts in internal tissue, then the adult tapeworm lives in
the digestive tract and absorbs the nutrients ingested by its host; caused by ingesting water contaminated by eggs
or larvae; can live up to 20 years in a host and grow up to 65ft long (ew!)

Rupees (133) name of Nepalese money (as of Nov 2013, 1 USD= ~100 NPR)
Bai (139) younger brother

Prayer wheels (149) cylindrical wheels used in Tibetan Buddhism that have holy symbols on them such as OM and
the 8 auspicious symbols (8 is a lucky number in Asia) that, when spun, provide the same merit as saying a prayer
out loud

Nirvana / Moksha (not in book) Buddhist/Hindu spiritual goal of enlightenment and freedom from rebirth

GEOGRAPHY/PLACES

Dhaulagiri (144) found in the Himalayas, the 7" highest mountain in the world (26,794 feet); The Sanskrit name
Dhavali giri means “White Mountain.” ; the name of Next Generation Nepal’s orphan home

(from: http://climbing.about.com/o0d/8000metermountains/a/DhaulagiriFacts.htm)

Go to Dhaulagiri on a map.

Swayambhunath Stupa (Monkey Temple) (148) Link to article and a really fantastic 6min video tour of the stupa
Simikot (159) major village in Humla with the only airstrip

Panic date (159) the date on which a search party should be sent and his family should be alerted that he may be
missing

HISTORY/POLITICS

Tibetan Diaspora in Nepal-after the 1959 invasion of Tibet by the PLA (People’s Liberation Army of the People’s
Republic of China), many Tibetan’s fled to Nepal, thereby increasing the Buddhist population of what is otherwise a
majority Hindu population.

Peace Treaty Signed November 22, 2006




DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Describe the condition of Dirgha and Navin, as well as the hospital they stayed in? (boys were weak, Dirgha
could not open his eyes or stay awake, was not expected to live through the night; bloody syringe on the bed, no
wastebasket, no towels, no soap, toilet was a hole in the floor)

2. (134) “I was accustomed to Nepalis speaking around issues”—how do different culture ( different families, even)
speak about issues?

3. Describe the complex relationship between the Child Welfare Board and politicians who kept children as slaves.
Why wouldn’t they be held to a higher standard (do you think)? Is this the same or different than the US (do
politicians get the same , better or worse treatment?)

4. What could the fallout have been if Conor had taken matters into his own hands and pressed Gyan to “get”
Kumar?

5. How does one go about furnishing a house? How is it different than in the USA or another developed country?

6. (143) The Nepalese tradition of mourning says that a man must dress in white, which is the color of mourning
and death in Asia (until recent years when brides want white dresses like western women, brides wore red).

¢ This article explains the rite of shaving hair in Buddhism.

*  This article talks about the rites (and shaving) in Hinduism .

* This blog talks about the funeral rites in Kathmandu from an American tourist perspective

7. Why are the children afraid of the house at first?
Because they thought they did something wrong and might have gotten beaten

8. Explain the history behind the Nepali calendar: Vikram Samvat (Bikram Samwat):
Is the calendar established by Indian emperor Vikramaditya. It is a popularly used calendar in India and
the official calendar of Bangladesh and Nepal. It is a lunar calendar based on ancient Hindu tradition (see
Hindu calendar and Vedic time keeping). The Vikram Samvat calendar is 56.7 years ahead (in count) of
the solar Gregorian calendar. For example, the year 2056 BS began in CE 1999 and ended in CE 2000.
From:
http://www.hindujaintemple.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=90&Itemid=128

9. Why would prayer wheels be useful in a place like Nepal and Tibet? (poor, uneducated, can’t learn prayer, but
can still earn good karma)

10. Discuss the commonalities and differences between Hinduism and Buddhism.
11. Discuss/explain the Tibetan Diaspora in Nepal.

12. (159) Predict: what are the implications of Conor’s trip, since his timeline to get to Humla depends on a small
window between the peace treaty and the weather (snow).

13. (158) Discuss the ways in which the Humla map looked different than other maps Conor was used to.



Little Princes 161-197 STUDENT HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB GEOGRAPHY/PLACES HISTORY/POLITICS
Babu Karnali River

Ripa

Tumcha

Puma

Jaira

Lali



Little Princes 161-197 TEACHER HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB
Babu (184)- term of endearment for children (i.e. dear, honey)

GEOGRAPHY/PLACES
Karnali River (168) River that runs through Humla in the foothills of the Himalaya

Ripa (173) Village in Humla where Anish is from
Tumcha (180) Village in Humla where Rohan is from
Puma (183) Village in Humla where Amita is from
Jaira (187) Village in Humla where Jagrit is from

Lali (192) Village in Humla where Priya and Raju are from

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. (162) How does Conor describe Nepal’s instruction on forbearance (restraint, tolerance)?

2. (165) Why would Golkka and his network be unhappy about Conor and his plans in Humla?
3. (167) “The Maoists were behaving like the rightful heirs to the royal throne.”
4. (169) What was it like to cross the rivers without a bridge and walk paths that have “never seen a wheel?”

5. (170) “Clear how parents could be cut off from children... didn’t know places like this still existed.” Were you
surprised at the isolation?

6. (174) What were some of the different roles within the village (i.e fathers, mothers, daughters, medicine men,
postmen)?

7. *What did you think of the way that Conor handled Anish’s parents? Do you think that he should continue to
share the “hard news” about what a bad idea it was to give their kids away? How did Anish’s father answer Conor
and why?

8. Conor has been interviewed and asked how he feels, ethically, about the fact that the trafficked children are
actually better off than they would have been if they had stayed in Humla. What do you think he said? (he said
that he struggles with this, but that so many are not as lucky and do not wind up better off that it is not worth it.
In the end, the trafficking must stop).



Little Princes 197-233 STUDENT HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB GEOGRAPHY/PLACES HISTORY/POLITICS
Ke? - Huh? Unapani (Upper/Lower) Drought 2003-2006 in Humla



Little Princes 197-233 TEACHER HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB
Ke? - Huh?

GEOGRAPHY/PLACES
Unapani (Upper/Lower)

HISTORY/POLITICS
Drought 2003-2006 in Humla

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Which are bigger obstacles to reuniting the children: the Maoists, Golkka, or the mountains?

2.(199) Are you surprised that Conor receives an email from Liz in the mountains?

3. (200) Why were the people receiving assistance from WFP? (drought for last three years)

4. (202) “The landing pad started to feel like a raft in the open sea.” Describe the irony of this geographic analogy.
5. (204) Explain why the Maoist decides not to take the rice.

6. (206) Why doesn’t Conor just fire the unreliable porter? “He was utterly unreliable—the single worst trait a
porter could have short of homoicidal tendencies.”

7.(218) What does Conor find out at the airport? (parents are already starting to pick their kids up and reunite)



Little Princes 233-275 STUDENT HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:

® underline or highlight these in your book,

® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB GEOGRAPHY/PLACES HISTORY/POLITICS

Churaa Dry season blackouts
karma



Little Princes 233-275 TEACHER HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

CULTURAL/ GENERAL VOCAB

Churaa- women in Humla make this by pounding dried, cooked rice

Karma-the spiritual value of deeds accumulated through the cycle of life, death, cause, and effect (samsara) in
Hinduism and Buddhism

GEOGRAPHY/PLACES
Dry Season blackouts

HISTORY/POLITICS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. (233) Bodhisattva Manjushri- means different things in different branches of Buddhism, but essentially
“enlightened being (Bodhi “enlightened” sattva “being”) Tells the legend of how the Kathmandu Valley and the
Swayambhunath Temple came to be.

2. (241) What process would Kumar’s father have gone through to speak to his son after three years?

3. (244) Discuss the electrical outages in the dry season.

4. (247) Conflict/Cooperation: “under this one roof, we had a Buddhist, a Christian, and two dozen little Hindus.
And we couldn’t be happier.” How does this work when there is so much conflict in so many places over religion

(note: Buddhist/Muslims have conflict in Thailand and Hindus/Muslims have conflict in India)

5. (251) Regarding children who live as servants... were they better off living as servants with blessing of family,
than with family? Was it better to get an education than to live with one’s own family?

6. (266-277) How do NGN’s goals align with UNICEF and other major child protection organizations?

7.(266-268) What obstacles does NGN face in Nepal?
o Why isn’t it easy to reunite children with their families?
o Why is it not a viable solution to financially support families after returning children?
o  What option works best?



Little Princes 277-279, 283, 297-305 TEACHER HANDOUT

DIRECTIONS:
® underline or highlight these in your book,
® read the assigned pages

® write the definition and context in your notebook notes as you read

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Interview with Conor Grennan

1. (277-78) How long did it take for the Little Princes to adjust to life in Humla after living in urban Kathmandu for
many years?

2. (278) How did the way that the Little Princes view their own future change after they visted Humla?

3. (283) How might Conor’s past education and career have prepared him for his work in Nepal?

4. (283) In what specific ways does buying the book support the children you read about?

5.(299) What specific concerns did Conor have about the Little Princes reading his book? Can you empathize with
that? Have you ever been in that position—worried about how someone will respond if they hear you telling your

account of your observations of their culture?

6. (300) What two experiences were the children disappointed were not in the book (one not true—that he
punched out the Bishnu’s owner; one true—that he was bit by a dog and afraid of Nepalese dogs)?

7.(302) How did Bikash’s role change now that he was an adult?

8. (303) What was Bikash’s story and why did he decide to tell it?



