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Our topics

● Evolution of historic trade networks: regional to global
● Europe in Africa
● The Chinese concept of Tianxia as foreign policy: tribute, 

trade, and legitimacy
● Cold War alliances
● Africa’s resources 
● EU - Africa trade
● China - Africa relationships: investment, loans, trade





● The “Silk Road” was actually a 
network of routes connecting 
China to the Mediterranean.

● African trade routes connected to 
the Arabian Peninsula.

● The East coast of Africa was part 
of the Indian Ocean trade 
network and was visited by 
China’s Ming fleets.

● In this stage establishing ports 
was a high priority, not 
colonization.





African empires and kingdoms/ the Triangle trade



Scramble for Africa

The Berlin Conference

1884-85







Tianxia 天下 - Everything Under the Heavens - Tribute system









Chinese technology: Ming fleet voyages





TAZARA railway: China- Africa friendship in the 1970s









Trade with EU: The role of history and geography

“Largely because of its proximity and energy resources, North Africa trades 
significantly more with Europe than does the rest of Africa. The top three 
exporters of oil from Africa to Europe – Nigeria, Libya and Algeria – are 
located in northern and western Africa. In addition, France’s significant role 
in Africa as a former colonial power helps explain West Africa’s position as 
the second-largest trader with Europe. On the European side, France, 
Germany, Spain, the Netherlands, Italy and Belgium are the largest trade 
partners with Africa. Not only are these countries close to Africa and home 
to some of the largest economies in Europe, but they were also the main 
European colonizers of Africa”.

Geopolitical Futures







What are China’s goals?

● Resources: oil, coltan and other “conflict minerals”, 
diamonds, etc.

● Soft political power - (Taiwan)
● Military installations - protecting shipping/trade
● Employment for Chinese migrants (this is changing)
● Markets for Chinese goods













The Belt and Road Initiative needs guaranteed 
access to the Suez Canal.















Chinese temporary workers vs. permanent 

● The employment of Chinese workers on African engineering projects continues to 
decline. This is partly due to rising labor costs in China but also arguably reflects the 
pressure from African governments responding to popular resistance to the importation 
of workers.

● Over the past 20 years there’s been remarkable growth in China-Africa links because of 
increased trade and investment. As a result there’s also been a great deal of movement of 
people between China and African countries. 

● It’s estimated that there are now about 500,000 Africans in China, while the the number of 
Chinese in the 54 African countries ranges between one and two million.

ASIA PACIFIC MIGRATION NETWORK



Chinese companies in Africa

The number of Chinese 
workers in Africa has tapered 
off significantly.





Is China’s behavior in Africa like European Imperialism?

“Imperialism, for me, inevitably involves some form of foreign 
domination, which results in substantially altering the target population 
or polity; either gradually or suddenly it loses the ability to resist…What 
has been called China’s embrace of Africa clearly does not involve 
colonies. Beijing’s strides thus far, moreover, have unquestionably 
been peaceful, and for the most part welcomed by the governments of 
Africa, even though here it should be said there are growing signs that 
for some, the honeymoon is over.”

Howard W. French in China’s Second Continent



Howard French’s books



RESOURCES: Maps
China Regional Snapshot: Sub-Saharan Africa

https://foreignaffairs.house.gov/china-regional-snapshot-sub-saharan-africa/

Mapping Africa’s Natural Resources

https://medium.com/@ajlabs/mapping-africas-natural-resources-8fc6407ca5f9

European imperialism in Africa

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Scramble-for-Africa-1880-1913.png

African Independence map: Figure 3. Map of African independence. African Studies Center, Michigan State University.

https://oxfordre.com/oxford/fullsizeimage?imageUri=%2F10.1093%2Facrefore%2F9780190277734.001.0001%2Facrefore-97
80190277734-e-111-graphic-003-full.gif&uriChapter=%2F10.1093%2Facrefore%2F9780190277734.001.0001%2Facrefore-978
0190277734-e-111

https://foreignaffairs.house.gov/china-regional-snapshot-sub-saharan-africa/
https://medium.com/@ajlabs/mapping-africas-natural-resources-8fc6407ca5f9
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Scramble-for-Africa-1880-1913.png


More maps

African Independence map: 

Map of African independence. African Studies Center, Michigan State 
University.

https://oxfordre.com/oxford/fullsizeimage?imageUri=%2F10.1093%2Facrefor
e%2F9780190277734.001.0001%2Facrefore-9780190277734-e-111-graphic-00
3-full.gif&uriChapter=%2F10.1093%2Facrefore%2F9780190277734.001.0001
%2Facrefore-9780190277734-e-111

Africa: Cold War alliances map

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cold_War_Africa_1980.PNG

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cold_War_Africa_1980.PNG


Resources: Charts
China Global Investment Tracker

https://www.aei.org/china-global-investment-tracker/

China Africa Research Initiative: Johns-Hopkins University

http://www.sais-cari.org/data-chinese-workers-in-africa

The History of European-African trade

https://geopoliticalfutures.com/the-history-of-european-african-trade/

Tribute system image

https://www.britannica.com/topic/tributary-system#/media/1/604819/278493

 

https://www.aei.org/china-global-investment-tracker/
http://www.sais-cari.org/data-chinese-workers-in-africa
https://geopoliticalfutures.com/the-history-of-european-african-trade/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/tributary-system#/media/1/604819/278493


Resources: images

Giraffe image

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/peculiar-story-giraffes-medieval-china-180963737/

Tribute system image

https://www.britannica.com/topic/tributary-system#/media/1/604819/278493

Ming Fleet 

Recreation of the Treasure Fleet Ward 吴德赛, Sarah. (2006). Chinese Whispers: Zheng He’s Treasure 
Ships in the context of Chinese Maritime Policy in the Ming Dynasty. 10.13140/RG.2.1.1666.5201.
 

Ming fleet stamp
https://www.britannica.com/summary/Zheng-Hes-Achievements

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/peculiar-story-giraffes-medieval-china-180963737/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/tributary-system#/media/1/604819/278493


Global Investment Tracker

This is the link to the site I used following the slide show.

https://www.aei.org/china-global-investment-tracker/



Contact information

cindy.mcnultypgh@gmail.com


